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Public  Health  Department, 

Saye  House, 

Castle  Hill, 

Rochester. 

December,  1939. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  City  of  Rochester. 

Your  Worship  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1938,  and  as  in  the 
past,  I  wish  to  take  the  opportunity  of  thanking  my  colleagues  in  other  departments 
for  their  co-operation  in  supplying  certain  data  which  is  incorporated  in  this  report. 

Population.  (See  page  7) 

The  population  continued  to  increase  during  the  year.  The  increase  was  due 
primarily  to  immigration  into  the  City,  but  there  was  also  a  considerable  rise  in  the 
annual  number  of  births,  529  in  1936;  605  in  1937  and  703  in  1938.  The  excess  of 
births  over  deaths  in  1938  was  270. 

Mortality.  (See  pages  4,  5,  41) 

There  were  433  deaths  during  the  year  of  which  146  were  due  to  diseases  of  the 
Circulatory  System  including  Heart  Disease  and  Cerebral  Haemorrhage.  Cancer,  with 
71  deaths,  comes  next  on  the  list  of  the  principal  causes  of  death. 

There  were  34  deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age,  giving  an  Infantile  Mortality 
rate  of  48  per  1,000  live  births. 

Infectious  Disease  Incidence  and  Mortality  were  relatively  low. 

Housing.  (See  pages  15-17) 

In  the  last  10  years,  3,000  houses  have  been  built  by  private  enterprise  and  362 
by  the  Local  Authority,  and  during  the  same  period  274  houses  have  been  demolished 
under  the  Housing  Acts.  The  results  of  the  administration  of  the  Housing  Acts  from 
1930  to  1938  are  shown  on  page  19. 

Nursing  in  the  Home.  (See  page  8) 

Watts’  Charity  Nursing  Service  and  the  District  Nursing  Association  (the  latter 
run  on  a  provident  basis)  have  fulfilled  their  functions  in  the  homes  of  the  sick  in  a  very 
creditable  manner  and  their  work  continues  to  increase  as  the  service  becomes  more 
generally  known  and  appreciated. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services. 

These  services  and  the  extent  of  their  use  by  the  community  are  shown  on  page  12. 

Mosquito  Nuisance. 

As  a  result  of  continued  spraying  of  the  infected  marshes  adjoining  the  river,  this 
nuisance  has  now  been  abated.  A  full  report  on  the  steps  leading  up  to  the  procedure 
adopted  is  given  on  pages  53  to  55. 
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Conclusion. 


Throughout  the  year  the  staff  of  the  department  have  given  me  their  loyal 
assistance,  and  I  desire  to  convey  my  thanks  to  them  for  their  continued  help  and 
co-operation. 

To  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  various  Committees  of  the  Council  I  wish 
to  acknowledge  my  gratitude  for  their  consideration  and  co-operation  in  directing  the 
duties  of  the  department. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  O.  MURRAY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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A.  STATISTICAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


AREA  (IN  ACRES),  LAND  AND  INLAND  WATER  .  3,759 

POPULATION — Census  1931  ...  31,193  Estimated  (Middle  of  1938)  R.G.  37,730 

NUMBER  OF  INHABITED  HOUSES  (end  of  1938)  ACCORDING  TO  RATE 

BOOKS  .  11.229 

RATEABLE  VALUE . £258,733 

SUM  REPRESENTING  A  PENNY  RATE . Gross  £1.033  Nett  £1,021 


Extract  from  1931  Census  compared  with  1921  Census  and  Local  Census  1935. 

At  date  of 
Housing  Survey. 


(a)  Total  Dwellings  occupied  ... 

Ditto  vacant 

(b)  Number  of  private  families  therein 

(c)  Average  number  of  persons  per  family 

(d)  Average  size  of  occupied  dwellings 

(e)  Families  living  with  more  than  2  persons  per  room  density 


TOTAL  BIRTHS— 703. 

Live  Births  Legitimate 
Illegitimate 
Still  Births  Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  persons  living 

TOTAL  DEATHS — All  causes  at  all  ages 
Death  Rate  per  1,000  persons  living 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes — 


1935 

1931 

1921 

...  9579 

7415 

6792 

160 

180 

— 

...  9663 

7925 

7244 

...  3.6 

3.72 

4.17 

...  — 

5.28  rooms 

5.38  rooms 

r  room 

density  — 

223 

184 

(1271 

(1439 

persons) 

persons) 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

676 

l  315  l 

361  ( 

703 

27 

1  7t 

20  j 

27 

Hi 

1 3  j 

4 

I  2  i 

2} 

31 

18.6 

433 

219 

214 

433 

11.5 

R.G. 


Puerperal  Sepsis  . . . 
Other  Puerperal  Diseases 


Total 


0 

1 


Natural  Increase  in  Population  (Excess  Births  over  Deaths) 


270 


DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1  YEAR  OF  AGE. 

Total  Infant  Deaths 
All  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births  ... 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  Live  Births 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Live  Births 
Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age) 

The  Registrar- General’s  Table  of  Causes  of  Deaths  appears  at  the  end  of  the 
Report  on  page  41. 


34 

48.3 

46 

0 

2 

2 
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The  following  Table  shows  a  comparison  between  the  “Rates”  in  this  District 
and  those  in  other  parts  of  England  and  Wales  for  the  year  1938. 


Live  Births 


Rate  per  x,0U0 
Resident 
Population 

Deaths  per 
1,000 

Population 

Deaths  under  1  year 
per  i,00()  Registered 
Live  Births 

England  and  Wales 

126  County  Borough  and  Great 

15.1 

11.6 

53 

Towns,  including  London 

148  Smaller  Towns.  Resident  Populations 
from  25,000  to  50,000  at  1931 

15.0 

11.7 

57 

Census 

15.4 

11.0 

51 

London 

13.4 

11.4 

57 

Rochester  . 

18.6 

11.4 

48.3 

PRINCIPAL  CERTIFIABLE  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System  (including  Heart  Disease  and  Cerebral 


Haemorrhage)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  145 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 

Respiratory  Diseases : 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19  J 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10  l  38 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9  J 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Deaths  from  all  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  433 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  AND  BIRTH  RATE. 

Deaths  of  children  under  1  year  of  age  per  1,000  births,  and  births  per  1,000 
persons  living :  — 

1929  1930  1931  1932  1933  1934  1935  1936  1937  1938 
Infant  Mortality  ...  65.5  53.9  35.4  35.6  35.3  50.0  65.3  49.0  529.  48.3 

Birth  Rate  .  15.5  15.1  14.0  15.4  12.8  14.6  151  .  15.1  16.4  18.6 

Table  H,  page  35,  shows  the  causes  of  death  in  children  under  one  year  of  age  at 
different  ages. 

CHILD  MORTALITY. 

Number  of  deaths  of  children  aged  1  to  5  years  during  1936 
Number  of  deaths  of  children  aged  1  to  5  years  during  1937 
Number  of  deaths  of  children  aged  1  to  5  years  during  1938 

NEO  NATAL  MORTALITY. 

Total  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20  (1937 — 19) 

Death  rate  of  children  under  1  month  of  age  per  1,000  births  ...  35  (1937 — 31.4) 


2 

6 
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UNEMPLOYMENT. 

I  am  indebted  to  A.  J.  Cushing,  Esq.,  Manager  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour 
Exchange,  Military  Road,  Chatham,  and  S.  T.  Osborn,  Esq.,  Manager  of  the 
Juvenile  Employment  Agency,  Elm  House,  Chatham,  for  the  following  information, 
which  shows  to  some  extent  the  amount  of  unemployment  in  the  area  during  the  past 

5  years. 
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(a)  Number  of  persons  (estimated  for  Rochester)  registered  as  unemployed  at  the 
Ministry  of  Labour  Exchange,  Chatham,  in  March  of  each  year  : 

1934  1935  1936  1937  1938 

1250  800  575  650  590 

(b)  Average  monthly  figures  of  Unemployed  Juveniles  between  the  ages  of  14  to  18 
years.  (Estimated  for  Rochester)  : 

1934  1935  1936  1937  1938 

33  99  6J  58  70 


DISTRIBUTION  AND  DENSITY  OF  POPULATION  AND  SOCIAL 

CONDITIONS. 

Occupations. 

The  occupations  of  the  Inhabitants  (1931  Census)  and  the  distribution  and 
density  of  the  population  at  the  time  of  the  Housing  Survey,  1935,  are  shown  on 
page  6  of  the  Annual  Report  for  1935. 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS  IN  WARDS. 
POPULATION  ROCHESTER  CITY  M.B.  37730. 


St.  Margaret’s  Ward 
St.  Peter’s  Ward 
Troy  Town  Ward  ... 
St.  Nicholas’  Ward 
Strood  Ward 
Temple  Ward 
Frindsbury  Ward  ... 


No.  of  Births 
69 
144 
129 
10 
173 
144 
34 


No.  of  Deaths 

69 

78 

72 

17 

118 

54 

25 


Total  ...  703 


433 


COMMENTS  ON  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Population. 

The  population,  which  is  increasing  rapidly,  is  engaged  predominantly  in  industry. 
The  Royal  Dockyard  at  Chatham,  by  reason  of  its  proximity,  absorbs  a  proportion  of 
the  employable  population  of  Rochester.  Engineering,  airplane  building,  the  River 
Medway  trade,  cement  manufacture  and  agriculture  form  the  main  local  industries.  The 
Cathedral  and  historical  and  Dickensian  associations  of  the  City  attract  many  visitors. 
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Including  88  Patients  who  died  in  County  Hospital. 


B.  GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 


1.  MEDICAL  PRACTITIONERS. 

There  are  17  doctors  resident  in  the  area  who  are  engaged  in  civilian  practice 
(excluding  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital). 


2.  LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

See  page  8  of  the  Annual  Report  for  1935  and  page  29  in  this  Report. 


3.  AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

(See  Annual  Report  for  1937.) 

4.  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

During  1937  a  District  Nursing  Association  in  affiliation  with  the  Kent  County 
Nursing  Association  and  the  Queen’s  Institute  of  District  Nursing,  was  formed  in 
the  City.  The  object  of  this  Service  is  to  provide  nursing  in  the  homes  for  those 
families  who,  on  account  of  their  better  financial  position,  are  outside  the  scope  of 
Watts’  Charity  Nursing  Service.  The  scheme  is  run  on  the  provident  basis,  the 
minimum  subscription  being  one  penny  per  week,  such  money  being  collected  through 
Work  Groups,  Social  Groups  or  by  Annual  Subscription. 

The  number  of  cases  provided  with  a  Nurse  during  1938  was  143,  the  number  of 
visits  made  was  2810  and  the  total  number  of  members  was  3310. 


5.  CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 


Clinic. 

School  Clinic 

Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Clinic 
Treatment  Centre  for 
Venereal  Diseases 
T uberculosis  Dispensary 

Centre  for  Distribution 
of  Dried  Milk,  etc. 
Medway  Towns’  Mothers’ 
Advice  Clinic 


Situation. 

Strood  House, 

The  Common, 
Rochester 
Do. 

36,  New  Road, 

Rochester 
13,  New  Road, 

Rochester 
The  New  Corn 

Exchange,  Rochester 
Henderson  House, 

New  Road, 
Rochester 


By  whom  provided. 
Rochester  Education 

Committee 

Rochester  Corporation 
Kent  County  Council 
Do. 

Rochester  Corporation 

National  Birth  Control 
Association 
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Situation 


Clinic 

Orthopaedic  Clinic 
Radium  E?  X-Ray  Centre 
Ultra  Violet  Light  Clinic 
Ear,  Nose  &  Throat  Clinic 
Ophthalmic  Clinic 


l 

i 


St.  Bartholomew’s 
Hospital 


By  whom  provided. 


Voluntary  Hospital 


Plans  for  a  new  Health  Centre  have  been  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


6.  HOSPITALS.  (See  Table.) 

To  co-ordinate  still  further  the  services  provided  by  the  Local  Authority  and 
those  provided  by  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital,  Rochester,  and  the  County  Hospital, 
Chatham,  arrangements  have  been  made  whereby  every  child  discharged  from 
Hospital  is  notified  to  the  Health  Department  in  order  that  the  Health  Visitors  may 
visit  to  advise  the  parents  of  such  children  after  their  discharge  from  Hospital. 

St.  William’s  Hospital,  which  is  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  in  the  District, 
is  under  the  control  of  a  Joint  Hospital  Board  and  serves  primarily  the  Districts  of 
Rochester  and  Chatham.  Cases  of  infectious  disease  are  also  admitted  from  the 
Kent  County  Council  Institutions,  viz.,  the  Medway  Cottage  Homes,  Rochester  and 
Strood,  and  the  County  Hospital,  Chatham.  The  Hospital  consists  of  86  beds  on 
the  Ministry  of  Health’s  standard  of  144  square  feet  floor  space  per  head,  and 
included  in  the  86  beds  is  a  block  of  8  cubicle  isolation  beds  which  were  modernised 
during  1937.  The  Hospital  grounds  have  an  extent  of  6  acres  and  the  accommo¬ 
dation  could  be  increased  to  120  beds  if  such  increase  became  necessary. 

Consideration  is  being  given  to  fuller  use  being  made  of  this  Hospital.  In  non- 
epidemic  periods  cases  of  disease  other  than  Infectious  Diseases  could  and  should  be 
admitted.  The  matter  is  still  sub  judice,  and  a  decision  is  dependent  upon  the  Kent 
County  Council’s  scheme  under  Section  185  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 
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7.  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICES. 


(a)  Midwives.  There  are  seven  midwives  practising  in  the  area,  five  of  whom 
are  Municipal  Midwives,  the  remaining  two  being  private  Midwives.  In  addition 
there  are  ten  midwives  who  are  employed  on  the  nursing  staff  of  St.  Bartholomew’s 
Hospital. 

The  Midwives  Act  of  1936  which  is  administered  by  the  Kent  County  Council 
came  into  operation  on  1st  October,  1937,  and  in  the  administration  of  the  Act  as  full 
co-operation  as  is  possible  is  maintained  with  the  K.C.C.  and  Municipal  Midwives. 

The  Municipal  Midwives  during  1938  attended  a  total  of  297  cases,  in  which  they 
acted  as  Maternity  Nurses  in  130  cases. 

(b)  Health  Visitors.  Two  Health  Visitors  are  employed  and  details  of  their 
work  are  shown  on  pages  36  to  39. 

(c)  Institutional  Provision  for  Mothers  and  Children.  (See  Annual 
Report  for  1935.) 

(d)  Provisions  for  Maternity  Cases.  (See  Annual  Report  for  1935.) 


Services  provided  during  1938. 

Number  of  cases  in  which  Midwives’  Fees  were  subsidised  or  paid  in  full  by 

the  Council  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  1 

Cases  provided  with  Municipal  Midwives  by  K.C.C.  ...  ...  ...  ...  297 

Cases  attended  by  independent  Midwives  .. .  ...  ...  ...  ...  159 

Number  of  children  attended  by  Watts’  Charity  Nurses  in  the  home .  33 

Number  of  cases  in  which  Home  Helps  were  provided  by  Watts’  Charity  ...  56 

Number  of  cases  in  which  Home  Helps  were  provided  by  the  Local  Authority  ...  1 

Number  of  patients  admitted  to  Canada  House  (a)  Privately .  84 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  —  14 

Number  of  occasions  on  which  the  services  of  a  Consultant  were  provided  ...  r 


Number  of  women  for  whom  medical  ante-natal  and  post-natal  care  was 

provided  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  1^3 

Number  of  pre-school  age  children  referred  to  Hospital  for  special  treatment  38 

Number  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  who  received  dental  treatment 

provided  by  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  •  •  •  •  •  •  ■  •  •  “ 3 

Number  of  children  of  pre-school  age  who  received  dental  treatment  by  the 
Local  Authority 

Number  of  applications  for  Sterilised  Maternity  Outfits  ...  ...  •••  •••  12 

Number  of  patients  referred  to  Medway  Towns  Mothers  Advice  Clinic  for 
health  reasons  ... 

Home  Helps.  The  provision  of  Home  Helps  has  been  very  successful  and  the 
service  has  been  extensively  used  by  that  section  of  the  community  for  whom  it  is 
primarily  intended. 
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(e)  Child  Life  Protection.  (See  page  38.) 

(f)  Orthopedic  Treatment.  All  cases  requiring  Orthopaedic  Treatment  are 
referred  to  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital,  where  there  is  a  modern  Orthopaedic  Clinic. 
On  the  completion  of  treatment  at  this  Hospital  the  Corporation  arrange  for  suitable 
cases  to  be  sent  to  Convalescent  Homes.  In  addition,  appliances  are  provided  by  the 
Local  Authority. 


8.  NURSING  HOMES. 

Registration  of  Nursing  Homes. 

There  is  one  registered  Maternity  Nursing  Home  (2  beds)  in  the  district. 

The  arrangements  for  supervision  and  inspection  of  Registered  Nursing  Homes 
have  been  indicated  in  previous  reports. 

C.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

1.  WATER.  (See  Annual  Report  for  1935.) 

The  usual  number  of  chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations  of  samples  of 
water  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year,  and  the  results  have  shown  the  water  to 
be  in  a  satisfactory  condition  and  suitable  for  drinking  purposes. 

Rainfall  for  the  past  9  years  (recorded  at  Strood  Water  Works). 

1930  1931  1932  1933  1934  1935  1936  1937  1938 

Total  Depth  (inches)  26.38  22.01  18.68  18.60  19.5  26.88  26.4  32.11  19.39 

2.  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Sewerage.  For  particulars  of  the  Rochester  and  Chatham  Joint  Sewerage 
Scheme  see  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1928,  page  10. 

Gillingham  M.B.  became  a  constituent  authority  of  the  Joint  Sewerage  Board  on 
1st  October,  1934.  The  treatment  of  the  sewerage  before  discharge  into  the  River 
Medway  is,  as  formerly,  by  Tank  Settlement  only. 

The  principal  sewer  extension  during  1938  was  at  the  Pumping  Station  and 
Pumping  Lane,  Rochester  Aerodrome. 

Drainage.  Connection  of  house  drains  to  the  new  sewerage  scheme  which  began 
in  1928  still  continues,  as  is  shown  in  the  following  table. 

Number  of  houses  connected  to  sewers  at  the  end  of  each  year  : — =- 

1929  1930  1931  1932  1933  1934  1935  1936  1937  1938 

1608  2628  4107  4955  5790  7188  7655  8350  9329  9901 

3.  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS.  (See  Annual  Report  for  1935  &  1937.) 

The  Scheme  of  the  Strood  Rural  District  Council  to  discharge  drainage  from  the 
Hoo  District  into  the  River  Medway  which  was  reported  upon  in  1935  will  become 
operative  in  the  near  future. 

The  large  area  of  marshes  and  saltings  on  the  banks  of  the  River  are  very  favour- 
able  breeding  grounds  for  a  certain  kind  of  mosquito  (Aedes  Detritus).  Mosquitoes 
were  very  troublesome  in  the  City  at  certain  times  in  the  year.  Particulars  will  be 
found  on  pages  53-55. 

As  the  result  of  a  very  high  spring  tide  with  a  north-westerly  wind,  serious 
flooding  occurred  in  February  in  the  lower  lying  parts  of  Strood. 


13 


4.  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION.' 


There  are  very  few  privies  remaining  in  the  City.  For  details  see  Annual  Reports 
for  1933  and  previous  years. 


5.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

Scavenging  and  house  refuse  collection  and  disposal  are  carried  out  under  the 
direction  of  the  City  Surveyor  and  there  has  been  no  change  of  procedure. 

The  number  of  cesspools  which  require  emptying  still  continues  to  decrease. 


6.  SCHOOLS. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  public  elementary  schools  is  dealt  with  in  the  Report 
of  the  School  Medical  Officer,  which  has  been  submitted  to  the  Council  as  an  inde¬ 
pendent  document. 


7.  NUTRITION. 

Every  effort  is  made  to  bring  to  the  knowledge  of  the  public  the  newer  conception 
and  the  great  importance  of  diet  as  a  fundamental  in  the  promotion  of  the  health  of 
the  community. 

The  best  method  of  disseminating  information  on  this  subject  is  considered  to  be 
by  personal  talk  with  the  parents  and  every  opportunity  is  taken  by  the  professional 
and  nursing  staff  to  give  effect  to  this  very  necessary  form  of  public  health  education. 
Personal  talks  are  augmented  with  the  distribution  of  leaflets  which,  although  useful 
in  their  way,  are  not  nearly  so  effective  as  personal  contact  with  the  persons  concerned. 
Simple  talks  and  lectures  are  also  given  by  the  Health  Visitors  at  the  various  Clinics 
and  Centres. 


8.  SHELLFISH. 

For  particulars  see  Port  Sanitation,  page  5 1 . 


9.  SWIMMING  POOLS. 

The  following  Swimming  Pools  are  situated  in  the  City  area  :  — 

1.  Open  Air  Swimming  Pool,  The  Esplanade,  Rochester.  Constructed  by  Rochester 
Corporation  and  opened  in  May,  1935.  The  water  is  in  continuous  circulation 
and  is  chlorinated. 

2.  Open  Air  Swimming  Pool  in  grounds  of  King’s  School,  The  Precinct,  Rochester. 
(Privately  owned.) 

3.  Open  Air  Swimming  Pool  in  grounds  of  Sir  Joseph  Williamson’s  Mathematical 
School  Playing  Fields,  The  Esplanade,  Rochester.  (Privately  owned.) 

Samples  of  water  from  each  pool  are  taken  during  the  season  for  bacteriological 
examination. 

The  samples  taken  from  the  Corporation  Swimming  Pool  have  shown  it  to  be  a 
very  clean  pure  water  at  all  times. 
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10.  SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

(See  Annual  Report,  1937.) 

11.  NATIONAL  HEALTH  CAMPAIGN. 
(See  Annual  Report,  1937.) 


12.  ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 


Hydrogen  Cyanide  Fumigation  is  employed  in  all  suitable  cases  for  the  eradication 
of  bed  bugs,  both  in  dwelling  houses  and  in  furniture.  In  cases  where  the  condition 
of  the  house  renders  such  a  procedure  dangerous,  and  in  cases  where  it  is  impossible 
to  obtain  vacation  of  the  dwelling  house  for  a  sufficient  length  of  time,  alternative 
methods  are  employed,  such  as  stripping  wallpaper  and  spraying  all  wood'work  and 
walls,  etc.,  with  various  insecticides,  and  the  use  of  sulphur  dioxide. 

1 .  Number  of  Council  Houses  found  to  be  infested  with  bed  bugs  during  the 

year  1938  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Number  of  Council  Houses  deinfested  (a)  By  Hydrogen  Cyanide  ...  13 

(b)  By  other  methods  ...  ...  39 

Number  of  other  Houses  found  to  be  infested  with  bed  bugs  during  the 
year  1938  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  84 

Number  of  other  Houses  deinfested  (a)  By  Hydrogen  Cyanide  ...  0 

(b)  By  other  methods  ...  ...  84 

Infested  houses  are  treated  with  Hydrogen  Cyanide  Gas  wherever  possible, 
insecticides  only  being  used  when  Cyanide  cannot  be  employed. 

The  belongings  of  tenants  about  to  be  moved  to  Council  Houses  from  bug  infested 
houses  are  always  disinfested  by  Hydrogen  Cyanide  Gas. 

Hydrogen  Cyanide  disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  a  Contractor.  Other  forms  of 
disinfestation  are  carried  out  by  the  Health  Department.  (For  further 
particulars  with  regard  to  Verminous  Dwellings,  see  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector's 
Report  on  pages  18  to  25.) 


2. 


4. 


D.  HOUSING. 

Dwelling  houses  erected  during  the  past  ten  years  :  — 

1929  1930  1931  1932  1933  1934  1935  1936  1937  1938  Total 

Erected  by 

Local  Authority  53  50  30  92  82  24  24  52  Nil  55  462 

Erected  by 

Private  Enterprise  41  21  82  115  221  437  322  487  854  420  3000 

Dwelling  houses  demolished  under  Housing  Acts :  — 

1929  1930  1931  1932  1933  1934  1935  1936  1937  1938  Total 
15  2  13  15  15  48  42  48  32  44  274 

Demolition  or  Closing  Orders  were  made  on  28  houses. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year  1938. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) .  528 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  1848 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  subffiead  (1)  above) 
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which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Con¬ 
solidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  81 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  284 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injuri¬ 

ous  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  44 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the 

preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  484 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of 

Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 

action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  561 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  1937. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service 

of  formal  notices: — - 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  ...  ...  0 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 

service  of  formal  notices  :  — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  .. .  ...  ...  0 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition 

Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room 
having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936.  Part  IV.  Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  ... 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ... 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year  ...  5 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  ...  ...  45 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  363 
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(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses  have  again  become 

overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding  conditions  upon 

which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to 
report :  — 

At  the  time  of  the  Housing  Survey  which  was  completed  in  1936,  102  known 
families  were  found  to  be  overcrowded.  At  the  end  of  1938  the  known  cases  of  over' 
crowding  according  to  the  size  of  the  family  were  as  follows :  — 

Families  of  10  and  over  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Families  of  8  and  9  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Families  of  5  to  7  ... 

Families  of  2  to  4  ... 

Families  of  1 


Total  ...  5 

Population  and  Housing  Accommodation  in  Wards  at  date  of  the  Housing  Survey 
in  1933.  (See  Annual  Report  for  1937.) 


CN  O  O 


E.  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


I  beg  to  submit  my  31st  Annual  Report  on  the  sanitary  inspection  of  the  City. 


Housing  Act  Inspections. 


Formal  inspection  of  81  houses  were  made  under  the  Housing  Acts  and  a  report 
on  each  house  was  submitted  to  the  Health  Committee.  The  properties  were  situated 

as  follows :  — 


Albert  Place 
Almon  Place 
Burritt  Street 
Canal  Road 
Coke  Oven  Cottages 
Cossack  Street 
Deice  Road 
Frindsbury  Road  ... 
Henry  Street 
High  Street,  Strood 
High  Street,  Rochester 
Hoopers  Road 
Hoopers  Cottages  ... 


6  King  Street 

4  Kimmins  Cottages 

2  Maidstone  Road  ... 

2  Miles  Place 

3  Morden  Street 

4  Newark  Yard 

6  Pleasant  Row 

2  Princes  Street 

3  Queen  Street 

2  St.  Margaret’s  Street 

1  St.  Peter’s  Place  ... 

2  Temple  Street 

2  Tunnell  Cottages  ... 


2 

2 

4 

1 

2 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

20 

2 


The  above  figures  do  not  represent  the  total  number  of  houses  inspected  but  only 
those  which  it  was  necessary  to  report  upon  to  the  Health  Committee.  The  standard  o 
inspection  of  all  houses  is  that  of  the  Housing  Acts,  and  informal  intimations  to  the 
owners  are  sufficient,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  to  secure  the  remedial  measures  required. 


Demolition  Orders:  — 

The  following  25  houses  were  subjected  to  Demolition  Orders  during  the  past 
year : — 

Nos.  1,  2  £s?  3  Almon  Place. 

Nos.  3,  4,  5,  6  6?  7  Clarkes  Yard. 

Nos.  7  &  8  Cossack  Street. 

No.  26  Deice  Road. 

No.  89  Frindsbury  Road. 

Nos.  2  ii  2a  Henry  Street. 

Nos.  1  &  2  Kimmins  Cottages. 

Nos.  23,  25,  27,  33,  35  &  37  Miles  Place. 

No.  66  Queen  Street. 

Nos.  1  6?  2  St.  Clements  Lane. 


Closing  Orders  and  Undertakings. 

3  Closing  Orders  respecting  No.  14  Cuxton  Road,  No.  87  Frindsbury  Road  and 
No.  66  King  Street  were  made  during  the  year. 
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Undertakings  under  Section  11,  Housing  Act,  1936,  submitted  by  the  owners  to 
close  the  undermentioned  1 8  houses,  were  accepted  by  the  Health  Committee :  — 

Nos.  6  6?  8  Burritt  Street. 

Nos.  10  fe?  12  Canal  Road. 

Nos.  5,  6  7  Coke  Oven  Cottages. 

Nos.  61,  63,  65  6?  67  Maidstone  Road. 

Nos.  16,  17,  18  6?  19  Pleasant  Row. 

Nos.  10  6s*  12  Tunnell  Cottages. 

Oast  Cottage,  Newark  Yard. 


Demolitions. 

44  houses,  as  listed  below,  were  demolished  during  the  year  :  -- 

Nos.  5,7,9,  11  fe?  13  Bill  Street  Road. 

No.  163  City  Way  (voluntarily  demolished). 

Nos.  3,  4,  5,  6  &  7,  Clarkes  Yard. 

Nos.  2,  4,  6,  8  10  Commercial  Road. 

Nos.  102  &  104  Corporation  Street. 

No.  26  Deice  Road. 

Nos.  6,  7  6?  8  Doggett  Square. 

No.  37  Frindsbury  Road  (voluntarily  demolished). 

Nos.  30  6?  32  John  Street. 

Nos.  1  6?  2  Kimmins  Cottages. 

Nos.  7,  58,  60,  62,  64,  66  88  King  Street. 

Nos.  23,  25  27  Miles  Place. 

Nos.  61  63  North  Street. 

No.  8  St.  Margaret’s  Street. 

Nos.  2,  3,  4  fe?  5  St.  Peter’s  Place,  King  Street. 

All  the  houses,  with  the  exception  of  No.  163  City  Way  and  No.  37  Frindsbury 
Road,  were  under  Housing  Act  Orders.  These  two  were  voluntarily  demolished  by 
the  owners  prior  to  formal  Housing  procedure  being  applied  to  the  houses. 


The  following  summary  of  the  action  taken  with  respect  to  totally  unfit  houses 
since  the  passing  of  the  Housing  Act,  19 30,  shows  the  progress  made  up  to  the  end  of 
1938:  — 


Clearance  Order  No.  1 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937  1938  Total 

No.  of  houses 

Clearance  Order  No.  2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

25 

1 

0  0 

26 

No.  of  houses 

Individual  Demolition 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

0  0 

5 

Orders  made 

9 

20 

19 

27 

34 

39 

31 

31  25 

235 

Houses  Demolished 

Closing  Orders  and 

2 

13 

15 

15 

48 

42 

48 

32  44 

259 

Closing  Undertakings 
Houses  or  Parts  of 

0 

2 

0 

4 

2 

5 

2 

8  21 

44 

Houses  closed 

Council  houses  built  for 

0 

2 

0 

4 

2 

5 

1 

3  12 

29 

displaced  tenants 
Condemned  houses  still 

0 

0 

0 

0 

24 

24 

52 

0  55 

155 

occupied 

9 

17 

17 

21 

7 

32 

16 

26  14 

— 

Rent  Restrictions  etc.,  Acts. 

Four  applications  for  Certificates  under  the  above  Acts  were  reeeived.  Each  case 
was  reported  upon  in  detail  to  the  Health  Committee,  but  in  no  case  was  it  considered 
that  the  whole  circumstances  warranted  the  issue  of  such  a  certificate. 

Back-to-back  Houses. 

Two  back-to-back  dwellings  were  converted  into  1  through-ventilated  house  and 
thorough  general  reconditioning  of  the  premises  was  carried  out.  Formal  procedure 
under  the  Housing  Act  has  been  applied  to  10  more  of  this  type  of  dwelling  and  as 
soon  as  the  families  occupying  them  have  been  re-housed  similar  works  of  conversion 
and  reconditioning  will  be  carried  out. 

Complaints. 

792  complaints  were  received  from  householders  and  others  during  the  year.  All 
received  prompt  attention  and  the  necessary  action  was  taken  to  secure  abatement  of 
nuisances. 

Sanitary  Improvements. 

In  addition  to  the  81  houses  mentioned  under  “Housing  Act  Inspections,”  action 
was  taken  to  secure  the  remedy  of  various  nuisances  or  unsatisfactory  sanitary  condi¬ 
tions  at  527  other  premises.  The  number  of  repairs  and  improvements  effected  under 
the  Inspectors’  direction  and  supervision  is  tabulated  below  :  — 


Drainage  and  Sanitary  Fittings. 

Houses  re-drained 
Houses  partly  re-drained 
Defective  drains  repaired 
Drains  unstopped  and  cleansed 
New  ventilated  soil  pipes  fixed 
New  ventshafts  fixed 
Privies  abolished  and  replaced  by  W.C.’s 
New  W.C.  apartments  built 
W.C.’s  provided  with  pans  and  traps  ... 

Flushing  apparatus  and  water  supply  provided  to  W 
W.C.  fittings  repaired  and  cleansed  ... 

New  sinks  fixed  ...  ... 

Trapped  wastepipes  fixed 
New  lavatory  basins  and  baths  fixed  ... 

Dangerous  cesspools  filled  in  ... 

Defective  inspection  chambers  and  covers 
Water  tests  applied 
Smoke  tests  applied 

Miscellaneous 

Number  of  houses  demolished  ... 

Number  of  houses  closed 
Back-to-back  houses  converted  to  through-ventilated  dwellings 
Dangerous  walls  reconstructed  and  underpinned 
Water  supply  laid  on  in  houses  ... 

Roofs  repaired  ... 

Defective  brickwork  and  pointing  of  brickwork  repaired 
Guttering  or  downpipes  provided  or  repaired  ... 

Damp  walls  remedied  ... 

Yard  paving  repaired  ... 


32 

4 

2 

147 

5 

25 

4 

2 

40 
11 

41 
21 
44 

3 

17 

6 
318 

97 

44 

1 

2 

9 

3 

202 

444 

108 

286 

60 
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New  wash-houses  built  ... 

4 

Concrete  floors  provided  to  cellars 

5 

Defective  floors  repaired 

211 

Defective  wall  and  ceiling  plaster  repaired  ... 

622 

Dirty  walls  cleansed 

778 

Dirty  ceilings  cleansed  ... 

...  476 

Defective  stoves  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

81 

Defective  windows  repaired 

...  210 

Lighting  of  rooms  improved 

39 

Ventilation  to  rooms  improved  ... 

100 

Sub-floor  ventilation  provided  or  improved 

40 

Handrails  provided  to  staircases  ... 

110 

Ventilated  food  stores  provided  or  improved  ... 

101 

Washing  coppers  provided  or  repaired  ... 

33 

Steam  outlets  provided  in  scullery  wash-houses 

54 

Sanitary  dustbins  provided 

n 

...  / 

Dirty  houses  cleansed  (tenants’  neglect) 

3 

Instances  of  overcrowding  abated 

45 

Verminous  rooms  deinfested 

436 

Dirty  stables  cleansed 

7 

Nuisances  from  manure  and  refuse  abated 

12 

Miscellaneous  defects  remedied  ... 

...  1371 

Total 

...  6,308 

Drainage. 


During  the  year  there  was  continued  co-operation  with  the  Main  Drainage 
Department  in  preparation  of  plans  and  in  negotiating  with  owners  for  the  re-draining 
of  houses  to  the  sewerage  system  and  the  consequent  abolition  of  cesspools.  At  the  end 
of  the  year  there  were  over  1,500  houses  and  other  premises  still  not  connected  to  the 
new  sewerage  system. 

Cesspool  Emptying. 

2,258  loads  were  pumped  from  cesspools  in  the  City  during  the  course  of  the  year 
as  against  2,699  loads  in  1937.  Largely  the  emptying  has  been  attendant  on  the  aboli¬ 
tion  of  cesspools  and  the  diversion  of  drains  to  the  sewerage  system,  but  there  are  still 
certain  properties,  principally  in  the  outlying  parts  of  the  district,  where  cesspools  must 
continue  to  be  receptacles  for  drainage. 

101  loads  of  sludge  were  removed  from  cesspools  by  the  night  gang.  This  figure 
shows  a  reduction  of  93  on  the  number  of  loads  removed  in  1937. 

Verminous  Dwellings. 

436  rooms  in  136  dwellings  were  subjected  to  deinfestation  treatment  for  the 
destruction  of  bugs.  Of  the  52  Council  houses  dealt  with,  13  were  deinfested  with 
Hydrogen  Cyanide  Gas  and  the  remainder  of  the  houses,  both  Council  and  privately- 
owned,  were  thoroughly  sprayed  with  insecticide,  followed  by  intensive  sulphur  dioxide 
fumigation. 

The  furniture  and  household  belongings  of  69  families  moved  from  condemned 
and  overcrowded  houses  to  Council  houses  during  1938  were  treated  with  Hydrogen 
Cyanide  Gas  in  the  contractors’  special  vans,  and  as  a  precaution  against  retention  of 
gas,  bedding  was  subsequently  passed  through  the  steam  disinfector  at  St.  Williams 
Hospital.  Much  extra  duty  was  involved  in  the  supervision  of  the  removals  owing  to 
the  danger  attendant  with  the  use  of  Hydrogen  Cyanide  Gas.  Although  the  contractors 
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accept  responsibility  for  declaring  the  furniture  and  bedding,  etc.,  to  be  free  for  use, 
a  Sanitary  Inspector  is  always  present  when  the  contractors’  representative  makes  his 
tests. 

Food  Inspection. 

Meat. — An  outstanding  feature  was  the  great  increase  in  the  number  of  carcases,  etc., 
of  animals  inspected  at  the  time  of  slaughter — 15,624,  as  compared  with  10,040  in  1937. 
This  was  mainly  due  to  the  slaughtering  of  sheep  and  pigs  for  local  wholesale  trade  and 
for  the  London  market,  particularly  at  one  slaughterhouse  in  the  City  from  which  there 
are  regularly  weekly  despatches  to  the  London  Market.  In  addition  to  inspections  of 
carcases,  etc.,  during  ordinary  office  hours,  much  evening,  Sunday  and  Bank  Holiday 
duty  is  carried  out  by  the  Inspectors  to  ensure  inspection  of  every  animal  slaughtered. 

The  butchers  in  the  City  continue  to  give  all  reasonable  facilities  for  inspection 
and  the  list  of  food  condemned  which  is  set  out  on  page  23  indicates  surrenders  made 
by  them  upon  their  attention  being  drawn  to  diseased  or  unsound  conditions  found  in 
the  slaughterhouses. 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle,  ex¬ 
cluding  Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  and 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 
(if  known) 

365 

9 

101 

12,984 

2,165 

Number  inspected 

365 

9 

101 

12,984 

2,165 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis: 

Whole  carcases 

condemned  . 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was  con¬ 
demned  . 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  . 

0 

1 

0 

53 

3 

33 

0 

2 

321 

52 

9.0 

11.1 

1.98 

2.88 

2.5 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases 
condemned  . 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Percentages  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

2 

1 

0 

0 

10 

30 

0 

0 

0 

119 

8.8 

11.1 

0 

o 

1 

5.9 
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Food  Condemned. 


2  Carcases  etc.  of  cows 

2  Carcases  etc.  of  steers 
2  Forequarters  of  a  steer 
2  Forequarters  of  a  heifer 
13  Carcases  etc.  of  pigs 


2  Hindquarters  of  a  pig 
53  Carcases  etc.  of  sheep  and  lambs 

2  Hindquarters  of  a  sheep 
21  Ox  heads  and  tongues 

43  Ox  livers 


2  Calves’  livers 
119  Pigs’  heads  and  tongues 
9  Pigs’  plucks 

42  Pigs’  livers 
2  Pigs’  kidneys 
1  Pig’s  heart 
10  Sheep  plucks 


307  Sheep  and  lambs’  iivers 


4  Sheep  kidneys 
42  lbs.  Bacon 
8  Tinned  Hams 
3  Ham  Rolls 
1  Chicken  and  Ham  Roll 
6  lbs.  Corned  Beef 
1  Case  Chef  Fizz 
1  cwt.  sausage  meal 
23  tins  Dried  Milk 
3  tins  Glucose 
1  tin  Rusks 


( 1  Septicaemia 
1  Tuberculosis) 
Tuberculosis 
Tuberculosis 
Tuberculosis 
(10  Tuberculosis 
1  Swine  Erysipelas 
1  Peritonitis 
1  Heat  Apoplexy) 
Extensive  bruising 
(46  Dropsy  and  Emaciation 
7  Putrefaction) 

Mutilation 
(20  Tuberculosis 

1  Actinomycosis) 

(9  Tuberculosis 

2  Parasitic 
23  Flukes 
5  Cirrhosis 

3  Abcesses 

1  Cavernous  Angioma 

1  Necrosis) 

Abscesses 

Tuberculosis 

(5  Tuberculosis 

4  Congestion) 

Cirrhosis 

Nephritis 

Pericarditis 

(7  Parasitic 

2  Cystic 

1  Abscesses) 

(249  Parasitic 
51  Flukes 
1  Abscesses 

5  Cirrhosis 

1  Fatty  Infiltration) 
Nephritis 
Unsound 


Milk.  There  are  4  Registered  Cowkeepers’  premises  and  17  Retail  Dairies  in  th 
City  and  all  were  subjected  to  periodic  inspection. 
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Tuberculin  Tested  (Certified)  Milk  is  produced  at  one  farm  and  Accredited  Milk 
is  produced  at  two  of  the  remaining  cowkeepers’  premises. 

8  milk  producers  and  retailers  with  premises  outside  the  City  are  registered  as 
retailers  within  the  City  boundary. 

57  shopkeepers,  mostly  with  small  “general”  shops,  are  registered  as  retailers  of 
milk  in  sealed  bottles  only. 

Bacteriological  Tests. 

6  samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested  (Certified)  milk  were  submitted  for  bacterioligical 
examination,  and  one  sample  taken  in  July  did  not  satisfy  the  prescribed  tests  under  the 
Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936. 

7  samples  of  “Accredited”  milk  also  were  submitted  to  the  County  Bacteriologist 
and  of  these  one  sample  was  found  to  be  below  the  prescribed  standard. 

23  samples  of  milk  supplied  by  Rochester  Dairymen  to  schools  and  institutions 
were  tested  at  the  County  Laboratory  and  of  these  19  were  reported  as  satisfactory. 
Bakehouses. 

The  17  bakehouses  on  the  register  proved  upon  periodic  inspection  to  be  kept  in 
a  satisfactory  condition.  At  one  premises  extra  re'drainage  and  the  provision  of  a  new 
concrete  yard  and  approaches  were  carried  out  after  informal  representation  had  been 
made  to  the  owner. 

Fried  Fish  Shops. 

There  are  18  fried  fish  shops  registered  in  the  City,  the  establishment  of  one  new 
business  being  approved  during  the  year.  Periodic  inspections  of  all  premises  were 
maintained  and  in  only  a  few  instances  was  it  necessary  to  request  greater  care  in  the 
cleansing  of  equipment. 

Food  and  Drug  Sampling,  1938. 

65  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  analysis  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Acts  and  the  Public  Flealth  (Preservatives  etc.  in  Food)  Regulations. 
His  reports  are  summarised  below  :  — 


Article 

No. 

Genuine 

Adulterated 

Milk  . 

30 

28 

2 

Cream 

6 

6 

a 

Sausages 

6 

6 

0 

Coffee 

5 

5 

0 

Ground  Almonds 

4 

2 

2 

Whisky 

4 

4 

0 

Butter 

4 

3 

1 

Lard 

4 

4 

0 

Vinegar 

2 

2 

0 

65 

60 

5 

Of  the  2  samples  of  milk  returned  as  “adulterated”  both  were  deficient  in  fat  and 
it  was  found  upon  investigation  to  be  “natural  deficiency.”  With  regard  to  the  ground 
almonds,  while  there  was  no  added  material,  the  acid  value  of  oil  in  each  sample  was 
in  excess  of  the  normal,  probably  due  to  long  storage.  A  written  caution  was  sent  to 
the;  retailer  concerned. 

The  sample  of  butter  returned  as  “adulterated”  contained  .55  per  cent,  of  water 
in  excess  of  the  maximum  amount  permitted. 

In  addition  to  the  30  samples  of  milk  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst,  27,  Gerber 
tests  of  milk  were  carried  out  in  the  Department  either  at  the  request  of  dairymen,  who 
are  encouraged  to  report  doubtful  quality  of  supplies  to  them,  or  in  follow'up  tests  after 
deficiencies  in  fat  had  been  proved. 
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Factories  and  Workplaces. 

The  Table  on  page  26  gives  the  details  of  the  inspections  made  and  the  defects 
found  and  remedied  during  the  year. 

There  are  60  homes  at  which  “outwork”  is  carried  on.  In  two  instances  the 
necessary  action  was  taken  after  the  occurrence  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  at  the 
houses  in  question. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  is  still  only  one  on  the  register  and  this  has  been  carried  on  with  due  regard 
to  the  Byelaws. 

Disinfection. 

189  rooms  were  disinfected  by  formaldehyde  fumigation  after  cases  of  Infectious 
Disease.  This  number  includes  32  rooms  disinfected  after  removal  or  deaths  of  cases  of 
Tuberculosis. 

Shops  Acts. 

The  total  number  of  shop  premises  now  on  the  register  is  723.  Representations 
had  to  be  made  in  4  cases  respecting  unsatisfactory  sanitary  accommodation  and  in  one 
case  with  regard  to  lack  of  suitable  means  of  maintaining  a  reasonable  temperature. 

Summary  of  Inspections. 

Primary  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1012 

House-to-House  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  81 

Caravans  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  83 

Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3274 

Drainage  surveys  and  visits  to  work  in  progress  ...  ...  ...  ...  3096 

Visits  to  Factories  and  Workplaces  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  179 

„  „  Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  53 

„  „  Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1127 

„  „  Other  premises  for  food  inspection  ...  ...  ...  ...  164 

,,  „  Cowsheds  and  dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  89 

„  „  Offensive  trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  74 

„  „  Stables  and  mews  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  148 

Visits  for  food  sampling  and  testing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  HO 

„  to  cases  of  infectious  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  247 

„  „  common  lodging  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

„  for  water  sampling  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

Shops  Act  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  215 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  2232 

Smoke  Observations  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  ^ 


12,273 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  TOPPING, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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TABLE  C. 


1.  INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES  AND  WORKPLACES. 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

W  ritten 

Occupiers 

Notices 

prosecuted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

FACTORIES  with  mechanical  power 

52 

13 

0 

FACTORIES  without  mechanical  power 

O  THER  PREMISES  under  the  Act  (including 

116 

12 

0 

works  of  building  and  engineering  construc¬ 
tion  but  not  including  outworkers’ 

premises) 

11 

0 

0 

TOTAL  ... 

179 

25 

0 

2.  DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES  AND  WORKPLACES. 


Particulars 

(1) 


Want  of  cleanliness 
Overcrowding 
Unreasonable  temperature 
Inadequate  ventilation  ... 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

insufficient  ... 
Sanitary  (  unsuitable  or 

Conveniences  /  defective 

I  not  separate 

'  for  sexes  ... 

Other  Offences  . 

(Not  including  offences  relating 
to  Home  Work  or  offences  under 
the  Sections  mentioned  in  the 
Schedule  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health  (Factories  and  Workshops 
Transfer  of  Powers)  Order,  1921. 
and  re-enacted  in  the  Ihird 
Schedule  to  the  Factories  Act, 
1937). 

Total 


Number  of  Defects 

Number  of 
defects  in 
respect  of 
which 

Prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(5) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

9 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

i 

— 

— 

11 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

17 

10 

41 

21 

0 

0 

F.  PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  &  OTHER  DISEASES 

Notifications 


1938 

1937 

1936 

1935 

1934 

1933 

1932 

1931 

1930 

1929 

1928 

1927 

Small  Pox 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

106 

41 

27 

78 

109 

129 

48 

81 

105 

85 

76 

53 

Diphtheria 

42 

44 

26 

71 

86 

50 

15 

32 

44 

62 

137 

41 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

4 

1 

0 

0 

1 

4 

Puerperal  Fever 

0 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  5 

10 

2 

i 

i 

0 

<5 

3 

0 

3 

1 

3 

4 

Pneumonia 

10 

35 

31 

20 

35 

22 

16 

12 

9 

19 

7 

29 

Cerebro'Spinal 

Meningitis 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

i 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

Polioencephalitis 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0  ' 

0 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

2 

3 

1 

1 

4 

4 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

3 

Erysipelas 

14 

9 

11 

12 

11 

7 

7 

4 

8 

12 

9 

16 

Dysentery  (Sonne)  7 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Deaths 

1938 

1937 

1936 

1935 

1934 

1933 

1932 

1931 

1930 

1929 

1928 

1927 

Small  Pox 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Diphtheria 

3 

2 

0 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

4 

7 

0 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

0 

2 

0 

3 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

Pneumonia 

19 

24 

14 

18 

19 

20 

18 

17 

14 

29 

21 

15 

Cerebro- Spinal 

Meningitis 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

3 

1 

0 

1 

Polioencephalitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

■  0 

0 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Dysentery  (Sonne)  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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TABLE  D.l.  NOTIFIABLE  CASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1938. 
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NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  DIVIDED  INTO  WARDS, 


■Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Enteric  Fever 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Erysipelas 

Sonne  Dysentery 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Pneumonia 

Poliomyelitis 

Phthisis 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
Totals  ... 


Troy 

Town 

Saint 

Feter’s 

Saint 

Margaret's 

Saint 

Nicholas  Strood 

Temple 

Frindsbury 

Ward 

Ward 

Ward 

W  ard 

Ward 

Ward 

Ward 

Totals 

10 

14 

li 

2 

26 

33 

10 

106 

2 

7 

4 

3 

9 

9 

8 

42 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

1 

5 

3 

2 

6 

1 

■o 

2 

0 

14 

3 

1 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

3 

2 

4 

0 

0 

1 

0 

10 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

4 

0 

8 

2 

7 

2 

1 

42 

0 

1 

3 

0 

2 

4 

0 

10 

26 

28 

41 

8 

47 

51 

22 

223 

BACTEPJOLOG ICAL  WORK. 

The  following  is  a  tabulated  statement  of  bacteriological  work  by  the  County 
Laboratory  at  Maidstone. 


Diphtheria  Bacilli 

Positive 

42 

Negative 

335 

Total 

377 

Tubercle  Baccilli 

33 

143 

176 

Haemolytic  Streptococci 

18 

32 

50 

Typhoid  Agglutination  Tests 

2 

7 

9 

Enteritides  Bacilli  ... 

2 

0 

2 

Dysenteriae  (Sonne)  Bacilli  ... 

4 

6 

10 

101 

523 

624 

There  is  a  small  laboratory  at  St.  William's  Hospital  which,  in  addition  to  hospital 
bacteriological  examinations,  is  available  for  the  examination  of  certain  specimens  sent 
by  local  medical  practitioners. 

OBSERVATIONS  ON  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

(See  Annual  Report  for  1937.) 

Preventive  Inoculation. 

This  subject  was  reported  on  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1935. 

During  the  year  1938  the  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Clinic  dealt  with  the  following 
number  of  children  :  — 

Number  of  children  immunised  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  301 

Number  of  children  undergoing  immunisation  at  the  end  of  the  year  ...  173 

Total  attendances  of  all  children  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,584 

In  addition  to  immunisation  at  the  Immunisation  Clinic,  Schick  testing  and 
Immunising  material  are  supplied  free  to  general  practitioners  who  desire  to  immunise 
their  patients,  and  in  this  way  6  were  immunised  and  tested  as  compared  with  15 
in  1937. 


Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Kent  County  Council  whereby  children 
of  pre-school  age  who  arc  resident  in  the  County  Area  adjoining  the  City  can  be 
submitted  to  the  Rochester  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Clinic  for  the  requisite  treatment 
at  an  agreed  cost. 

Smallpox. 


See  Annual  Report  for  1935. 

No  cases  occurred  during  1938. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Scarlet  Fever  was  prevalent  in  the  District  during  the  year,  with  a  total  of  106 
cases,  but  the  disease  generally  was  of  a  mild  character. 

Diphtheria. 

42  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified,  as  compared  with  44  in  the  previous  year. 
There  were  three  deaths. 

Diphtheria  antitoxin  is  supplied  free  of  charge  and  is  available  day  and  night 
at  the  Police  Headquarters,  Guildhall,  Rochester.  During  1938,  362,000  units  of  anti¬ 
toxin  were  supplied,  at  a  cost  of  £10  8s.  Od.  to  the  Local  Authority. 


Enteric  Fever. 

Two  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  were  notified  in  the  City  during  the  year.  Both 
cases  were  associated  with  a  few  cases  in  Chatham.  In  all  probability  infection 
was  due  to  the  contamination  of  food  by  a  “carrier. 


Pneumonia. 

There  were  10  cases  of  Pneumonia  notified  during  the  year,  as  compared  with  35 
during  the  year  1937.  There  were  19  deaths. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. 

There  was  an  epidemic  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  in  the  first  quarter  of 

the  year,  reaching  its  peak  in  the  month  of  March.  ...  , 

Whooping  Cough  was  also  prevalent  about  the  same  time,  but  did  not  reach 
epidemic  proportions  in  the  same  way  as  Measles. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Three  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  were  notified  during  the  year  and  the 

children  made  a  complete  recovery.  ,. 

Home  nursing  is  provided  by  Watts’  Charity  and  severe  cases  of  the  disease  are 

admitted  to  the  County  Ophthalmic  Hospital,  Maidstone,  by  an  agreement  which  has 
been  made  between  the  Local  Hospital  and  Hospital  Authority. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

One  fatal  case  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  occurred  in  a  child  living  on  the  south  side 
of  the  river. 


Dysentery  (Sonne). 

5  cases  of  Sonne  Dysentery  were  notified  during  March,  all  of  which  made  a  good 
recovery. 


School  and  other  Intimations  of  Disease. 
For  particulars  see  Annual  Report  for  1935. 


Bacteriological  Examinations. 

All  specimens  are  sent  to  the  County  Laboratory,  Maidstone,  and  the  extent  of 
the  work  done  is  shown  on  page  29. 

Disinfection  and  Disinfestation. 

These  matters  have  been  referred  to  in  previous  reports.  For  particulars  of 
Hydrogen  Cyanide  fumigation,  see  pages  15,  21  and  22. 


RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919. 


1938 

1937 

1936 

1935 

1934 

1933 

Total  number  of  rats  destroyed 

.  5603 

5644 

5900 

5170 

5546 

6919 

Total  number  of  poison  baits  laid  .. 

.  7354 

7230 

9546 

6610 

8331 

9497 

INFECTIOUS  HOSPITALS. 
See  Report  for  1935  and  previous  Reports. 


CANCER. 


Deaths,  1928-1938. 


Year 

Male 

Female 

Total 

incidence  per  1,000 
persons  living. 

1928 

19 

25 

44 

1.3 

1929 

22 

22 

44 

1.3 

1930 

27 

17 

44 

1.3 

1931 

21 

25 

46 

1.4 

1932 

19 

21 

40 

1.3 

1933 

29 

25 

54 

1.7 

1934 

'27 

27 

54 

1.6 

1935 

36 

24 

60 

1.7 

1936 

24 

25 

49 

1.4 

1937 

20 

23 

43 

1.2 

1938 

37 

34 

71 

1.8 

Treatment  Facilities. 

Modern  facilities  are  available  at  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital,  Rochester,  for  the 
treatment  of  Cancer.  A  plant  for  deep  X'ray  Therapy  has  been  installed  and  350 
milligrams  of  radium  are  in  use  at  the  Hospital. 
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Table  E. 


Cancer  Mortality  according  to  Site  and  Age. 


65  yrs. 


5-15  yrs. 

15-25  yrs. 

25-45  yrs. 

45-65  yrs.  and  upwards 

Totals 

Localisation  M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

Buccal  Cavity  ... - 

— 

- - 

1  — 

1  1 

2  1 

Stomach,  Liver, 

etc.  — -  — 

1  — 

2  _ _ 

8  6 

2  6 

13  12 

Peritoneum, 
intestines  and 

rectum - 

—  — 

—  1 

4  3 

7  3 

11  7 

Female  genital 

organs - - 

-  - 

-  - 

- —  5 

—  4 

—  y 

Breast 

—  5 

—  5 

Unclassified  ... - 

-  - 

2  1 

4  — 

2  2 

8  3 

Totals  ... - 

1  — 

4  2 

17  14 

12  21 

34  37 

PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS. 

No  action  has  been  taken  during  the  year  under  Sec.  66  of 

the  Public 

Health 

Act,  1925,  or  under  Sec.176  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  for  the  prevention  of 
blindness  or  for  the  treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  any  disease  or  injury  to  the  eye. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis 
Regulations,  1925  (relating  to  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  employed  in  the 
milk  trade),’ or  under  Section  62  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925  (relating  to  the  conv 
pulsory  removal  to  a  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis). 

TUBERCULOSIS  IN  1938. 


NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1938. 
TABLE  F. 


The  Notifications  of  Death  were  divided  as  follows  : 


South  North 

Totals 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

8  j  5 

13 

Non-respiratory  do. 

2  0 

2 

Totals  ... 

10  |  5 

15 

The  ratio  of  nonmotified  T.B.  deaths  to  notified  T.B.  deaths  is:  Nonmotified  1. 
Total  deaths,  15. 

The  average  numbers  of  notifications  and  deaths  from  Respiratory  and  Non- 
Respiratory  Tuberculosis  for  the  preceding  5  years  are  as  follows : 


Average  for  preceding  5  years 
1938  . 


Respiratory  Tuberculosis  Non-Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
Notifications.  Deaths  Notifications.  Deaths. 


31  23  10  3 

24  13  10  2 


One  hundred  and  seventy-six  specimens  of  sputum  were  submitted  during  the  year 
to  bacteriological  examination,  with  33  positive,  and  143  negative  results. 

The  following  information  has  been  courteously  supplied  by  Dr.  Roper,  the 
County  Tuberculosis  Officer  for  this  District :  — 


Particulars  of  patients  from  the  Rochester  District  who  were  dealt  with  at  the 
County  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  during  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1938. 


Number  of  New  Cases 

Total  number  of  Attendances  (old  and  new) 

Number  sent  to  Institutions  ... 


161 

704 

31 


Diagnosis — New  Patients 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
Surgical  do. 

No  Disease 

Under  Observation,  31.12.38  ... 


Excluding  School 
Children 

26 

6 

59 

3 


School  Children 
(Age  5  to  14) 

1 

4 

53 

9 


94  67 


Institutions  to  which  patients  were  sent  during  1938  :  — 

Lenham  Sanatorium,  7;  Grosvenor  Sanatorium,  3;  County  Hospital,  Chatham,  6; 
Sevenoaks  Hip  Hospital,  1 ;  Holy  Cross,  Ramsgate,  1 ;  Keyed  Hill,  2 ;  Eversfield  Chest 
Hospital,  2;  St.  Bart’s,  Rochester,  1;  County  Hospital,  Dartford,  1;  Oak  Lane,  Seven 
oaks,  1 ;  Alexander  Hospital,  Swanley,  1 ;  King  Edward  VII,  Bramshott,  1 ;  King  Edward 
VII,  Midhurst,  1;  St.  Vicent,  Pinner,  1;  Bishopsbourne  Home,  1;  Tait  Convalescent 
Home,  1. 
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TABLE  G.  PARTICULARS  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  IN  1938. 


Kcspir 

M. 

atory 

F. 

Non-Respi 

M. 

ratory 

F. 

Totals 

Cases  notified  during  the  year  1938 

13 

11 

5 

5 

34 

Cases  transferred  from  other  districts  during  the 

year  1938  . '  . 

5 

3 

0 

1 

9 

Cases  removed  to  other  districts  during  the 

year  1938  . 

3 

3 

1 

0 

7 

Cases  recovered  during  the  year  1938  ... 

1 

1 

3 

0 

5 

Cases  removed  from  register  owing  to  recovery, 

death,  or  removal  to  another  District 

14 

8 

6 

3 

31 

Cases  on  Register  31st  December,  1938 

73 

53 

42 

24 

192 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

Sessions  are  held  at  the  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic,  36,  New  Road,  Rochester,  on 
Tuesdays  from  3  p.m.  to  6.45  p.m.,  and  on  Thursdays  from  11.15  a.m.  to  2  p.m.,  and 
new  patients  are  seen  at  any  time  the  Clinic  is  open.  This  information  is  made  known 
by  means  of  posters  and  leaflets,  and  through  the  various  other  clinics,  doctors  and 
nurses. 

The  Clinic  is  under  the  administration  of  the  Kent  County  Council  and  is  con¬ 
ducted  by  Mr.  Hamish  Nicol,  F.R.C.S.  It  serves  a  considerable  area,  and  the  following 
details  refer  only  to  patients  from  Rochester. 


Syphilis 

New  Patients. 

All  Cases 

14 

Soft  Sore 

... 

0 

Gonorrhoea 

...  ...  •  •  • 

21 

Non-Venereal 

. 

30 

Total  ... 

65 

Total  Attendances,  2,354. 

The  number  of  new  cases  in  the  previous  ten  years  beginning  in  1928  was  50, 
103,  56,  55,  88,  67,  47,  72,  75  and  60.  1 

Lectures  arranged  by  the  Kent  County  Council  were  given  during  the  year  in 
co-operation  with  the  British  Social  Hygiene  Council,  with  the  object  of  making  the 
dangers  of  untreated  Venereal  Disease  more  generally  known. 


DEATHS  FROM  NON-N  OTI  FI  A  B  LE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Disease  1938  1937 

Measles  ...  2  0 

Whooping  Cough  2 
Diarrhoea 

(under  2  years)  6  3 

Influenza  ...  1  14 


1936  1935  1934  1933  1932  1931  1930  1929 

2  0  3~  0  2  2  0  8 

1  0  2  0  0  1  1  5 


2  5  2  1 

5  0  3  13 


2  0  16 

4  19  6  20 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


The  following  Table  gives  details  as  to  Infant  Mortality  in  1938  : _ 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  ages  under  one  year  of  age. 

TABLE  H. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

r 

Under  24  hours 

Under  1  week 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under 

4  weeks 

Over  1  and 
under  3  months 

Over  3  and 

under  6  months 

Over  6  and 

under  9  months 

Over  9  and 

under  12  months 

Total  Deaths 
under  1  year 

Premature  Birth 

7 

! 

3 

1 

0 

'  0 

1 

11 

0 

0 

0 

0 

11 

Injury  at  Birth . 

Marasmus,  Inanition 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

and  Malnutrition  ... 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Congenital  Deformity 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Pneumonia  . | 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

2 

0 

1 

1 

2 

6 

Bronchitis  . | 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Gastro  Enteritis . | 

0 

0  I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

Other  Causes  . | 

2 

1  ! 

0 

o  1 

0 

3 

1 

1 

0 

0 

5 

All  Causes  ...  | 

10 

1 

1 

7  1 

2 

1 

o  1 

1 

20 

4  | 

3  1 

1 

4  ! 

*5 

1 

34 

Nett  Births  703.  Nett  Deaths  registered  34. 


CITY  OF  ROCHESTER  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICES. 

Full  particulars  of  the  various  schemes  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services 
were  given  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1935. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  services  available  :  — 

Home  Visiting. 

Provision  of  Municipal  Midwives  (K.C.C.). 

Payment  of  subsidy  towards  Midwives’  Fees. 

Provision  of  Ante  and  Post-natal  Medical  Care. 

Provision  of  Consultants  for  complicated  cases,  and  cases  of  Puerperal 
Pyrexia. 

Provision  of  Hospital  Accommodation  for  normal  and  complicated  maternity 
cases,  and  ante-natal  cases. 

Supervision  of  Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes. 

Laboratory  facilities. 

Supply  of  Maternity  Outfits. 
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Supply  of  Milk  and  accessory  foodstuffs. 

Provision  of  Dental  Treatment. 

Treatment  of  Diseases  of  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat. 
Treatment  of  Eye  Disease. 

Convalescent  Home  treatment  for  Mothers  and  Children. 
Provision  of  Home  Helps. 

Home  Nursing  in  certain  cases. 

Provision  of  Orthopaedic  appliances. 

Provision  of  Advice  on  Contraception  on  health  grounds. 


There  has  been  no  alteration  in  the  schemes  as  dealt  with  in  the  Reports  for  1935 
and  1936. 

A  Birth  Control  Clinic  was  opened  at  Henderson  House,  New  Road,  Rochester, 
in  1936,  under  the  auspices  of  the  National  Birth  Control  Association.  Suitable  cases 
which  require  advice  for  health  reasons  are  referred  to  this  Clinic. 

All  the  Health  Services  which  are  available  for  children  of  school  age  are  now 

available  for  those  of  pre-school  age.  . 

As  a  result  of  the  consideration  of  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  la  19,  the  Council 
resolved  that  the  provision  of  milk  and  accessory  food  for  Expectant  and  Nursing 
Mothers  and  Children  under  five  years  of  age  be  unrestricted  with  regard  to  the  age  or 
term  of  the  applicant,  and  not  limited  to  the  issue  of  1  pint  per  diem,  but  that  such 
provision  be  subject  to  the  operation  of  the  scale  of  income  prescribed  by  the  Council. 


HEALTH  VISITORS'  ANNUAL  REPORT,  1938. 


During  the  year  546  births  were  registered  in  the  District,  of  which  18  were 
illegitimate.  The  total  was  made  up  as  follows  :  — 


South 

North 


Males 

Females 

Total 

129 

142 

271 

120 

155 

275 

249 

297 

546 

The  total  number  of  births  (corrected  for  inward  and  outward  transfer)  in  the 
City  was  703.  (R.G.’s  figures.) 


NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  ACT. 

687  births  were  notified  under  the  Act,  of  which  23  were  still-births.  The 
notifications  were  made  up  as  follows : 

Doctors  Midwives 

183  504  687 

692  infants  were  visited  by  the  Nurses,  who  paid  a  total  of  2,849  visits,  or  an 
average  of  4.1  visits  to  each  infant. 

The  following  Table  affords  particulars  respecting  the  infants  visited 
Infants  visited  during  1938.  Total  number  692. 
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Kind  of  Feeding 

1.  Entirely  Breast-fed  . 

2.  Hand  and  Breast-fed . 

3.  Entirely  Hand-fed 

Kind  of  Food  (when  hand-fed,  or  breast  and  hand- 

1.  Fresh  Cows’  Milk  and  Water 

2.  Dried  Milk  . 

3.  Patent  Foods  ... 

4.  Condensed  Milk 

5.  Biscuits 
Mode  of  F’eeding 


fed) 


Boat-shaped  bottle 
Spoon-fed 
Condition  of  House 

1 .  Clean 

2.  Fairly  Clean  ... 

3.  Dirty 

4.  Very  Dirty 


Total 

353 

83 

256 

25 

245 

20 

44 

5 

334 

5 

627 

56 

5 

4 


Percentage 

51.0 

11.9 

36.9 

3.6 

35.4 

2.8 

6.3 

.7 

48.2 

.7 

90.6 

8.1 

.7 

.5 


OVERCROWDED  HOUSES. 

More  than  two  persons  per  bedroom  :  86  Total.  12.4  Percentage. 

All  infants  reckoned  breast-fed  in  the  above  Table  were  still  fed  in  the  same  way 
at  or  about  the  age  of  six  months. 

There  were  8  pairs  of  twins. 

44  cases  not  notified  under  the  Act  were  visited  and  are  included  in  the  above 

figures. 

In  two  instances  the  Nurses  were  refused  admission. 

There  were  26  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age.  This  gives  a  mortality 
rate  per  thousand  births  of  47.6. 

193  inward  transfers  of  children  under  five  years  of  age  were  received  during 
the  year,  87  of  whom  were  under  one  year  of  age  and  106  over  one  year  of  age. 


BIRTHS  OCCURRING  IN  THE  CITY. 

1  birth  occurred  in  a  house  of  one  apartment,  27  occurred  in  houses  of  two  apart¬ 
ments,  26  in  houses  of  three  apartments,  214  in  houses  of  four  apartments,  and  424  in 
houses  of  five  apartments  and  over. 


BIRTHS  IN  HOSPITALS  AND  NURSING  HOMES. 

Number  in  Nursing  Homes  ... 

Number  in  Hospitals 

Number  occurring  in  Nursing  Homes  in  the  City  Area 
Number  occurring  in  Hospital  in  the  City  Area  . 

MILK  (MOTHERS  AND  CHILDREN)  ORDER. 

130  new  applications  were  received  for  the  supply  of  dried  milk  free  or  at  a 
reduced  price,  and  the  following  particulars  are  given  regarding  these  applications. 

Dried  Milk  supplied  to  Expectant  Mothers  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

»  ,,  „  „  Nursing  Mothers  .  16 

»  »  >,  „  Artificially-fed  Infants  ...  ...  ...  31 

”  »  »  .>  Children  between  1  6s?  5  years  ...  ...  45 


130 


104 

55 

5 

3 
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At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  146  cases  receiving  milk  free  of  cost,  and  26 
cases  at  a  reduced  price. 

During  the  year  under  report  6,898  lbs.  of  dried  milk  were  distributed  free  of  cost 
and  1,170  lbs.  at  less  than  cost  price. 

INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION. 

The  Infant  Life  Protection  Visitors  arc  the  two  Flealth  Visitors  employed  by  the 
Local  Authority.  During  the  year  59  visits  were  paid  by  the  Flealth  Visitors. 

The  following  notices  were  received  during  the  year  :  — 

Reception  of  Nurse  Child  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Change  of  Address  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Return  to  Parents  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Adoption  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Removed  from  register — over  9  years  ...  ...  ...  2 

28 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  1 3  children  on  the  register. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  VISITS  PAID  DURING  1938. 

First  visits  to  Infant  under  1  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  692 

Subsequent  visits  to  Infants  under  1  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  2157 

Infectious  Disease  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Visits  of  Enquiry  into  StilLbirths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Infants’  Deaths  enquired  into  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Children’s  Deaths  enquired  into  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Registered  Nursing  Homes  visited  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Infant  Life  Protection — Number  of  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Ante-natal  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  125 

Children  visited  between  1  and  5  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  3615 

Special  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  540 

Visits  of  Enquiry  under  the  Midwives’  Act  ... 

„  „  „  re  Home  Helps  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

„  „  „  re  Doctors’  Assistance  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

,,  „  ,,  re  Dental  Cases 

Miscellaneous  and  Ineffectual  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1226 


8326 


The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  cases  seen  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  :  — 

Infants  under  1  year  of  age  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  HI 

Children  between  1  and  2  years  of  ag^  ...  ...  •••  •••  67 

Children  between  2  and  3  years  of  age  ...  ...  •••  64 

Children  between  3  and  5  years  of  age  ...  ...  •  •  ■  •  •  •  H  9 

Ante'Natal  Cases  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  23 

Post-Natal  Cases  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  H 

Nursing  Mothers 
Dental  Cases 
Miscellaneous  Interviews 


452 
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private^doctors  or  to^St  ^ 

1  mother  and  1  child  were  sent  to  a  Convalescent  Home. 


ATTENDANCES  AT  MILK  DISTRIBUTING  CENTRE,  1938 


Infants  under  1  year  of  age 

Children  between  1  and  5  years  of  a<m 

Ante'Natal  Cases  . 

Post-Natal  Cases 

Miscellaneous 

3898 

1004 

131 

226 

558 

5930 

Hospital  Tickets  were  given  in  40  necessitous  cases. 
Number  of  Clinics  attended:  — 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  Clinics  . 

Other  Clinics 

53 

176 

229 

Number  of  Children  visited:  — 

Under  one  year  of  age  ... 

One  to  two  years  of  age  . 

Two  to  three  years  of  age 

Three  to  five  years  of  age 

... 

692 

391 

421 

916 

2420 

6  children  over  live  years  and  under  nine  years  were  visited  under  the  Children's 


NUMBER  OF  FIRST  ATTENDANCES  AT  THE  MILK  DISTRIBUTING 

CENTRE. 


Children  under  I  year  of  age  ... 
Children  between  1  and  5  years  of  age 

Ante'Natal  Cases  . . 

Post'Natal  Cases  . 

Infant  Life  Protection  ... 


575 

172 
89 

173 
15 


1024 


Help  was  given  in  several  cases  by  the  Inspector  of  the  National  Society  for  the 
•  levention  of  Cruelty  to  Children;  this  help  was  greatly  appreciated. 
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SPECIAL  REPORTS 


Report  on  over-crowding  and  Re-Housing. 

Report  on  Domiciliary  Nursing  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

Report  on  the  Provision  of  a  Health  Centre  and  Clinic. 

Report  on  Scheme  for  Orthopaedic  Treatment.  ^ 

Report  by  P.  G.  Shute,  Esq.,  F.R.E.S.,  on  “Mosquito  Survey. 
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TABLE  I. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  ROCHESTER  IN  1937. 
CIVILIANS  ONLY. 


All  Causes  ... 

1.  Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

2.  Measles 

3.  Scarlet  fever 

4.  Whooping  cough  ... 

5.  Diphtheria 

6.  Influenza 

7.  Encephalitis  lethargica  ... 

8.  Cerebro-spinal  fever 

9.  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  . 

10.  Other  tuberculous  diseases 

11.  Syphilis 

12.  General  paralysis  of  the  insane,  tabes  dorsalis 

13.  Cancer,  malignant  disease 

14.  Diabetes 

15.  Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc. 

16.  Heart  disease 

17.  Aneurysm 

18.  Other  circulatory  diseases 

19.  Bronchitis 

20.  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

21.  Other  respiratory  diseases 

22.  Peptic  ulcer 

23.  Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years)  ... 

24.  Appendicitis 

25.  Cirrhosis  of  liver  ... 

26.  Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc. 

27.  Other  digestive  diseases  ... 

28.  Acute  and  chronic  nephritis  . 

29.  Puerperal  sepsis  ... 

30.  Other  puerperal  causes  ... 

31.  Congenital  debility,  premature  birth,  malformations,  etc. 

32.  Senility 

33.  Suicide 

34.  Other  violence 

35.  Other  defined  diseases  ... 

36.  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  ... 

Special  Causes  (included  in  No.  35  above) 

Small-pox 

Poliomyelitis 

Polioencephalitis 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year: 

Total 

Legitimate 
Illegitimate 
Live  Births  : 

Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Stillbirths : 

Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

POPULATION  . 


M. 

219 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

9 

0 

3 

2 

37 

3 

14 

59 

0 

5 

3 
11 

4 
3 
0 
a 
o 
i 

5 

7 
0 
0 
9 
1 

8 
13 
19 

1 


0 

0 

0 


11 

10 

1 

322 

315 

7 


16 

14 

2 

37,730 


F. 

214 

1 

2 

0 

1 

2 

1 

0 

0 

4 
2 
1 
0 

34 

2 

10 

63 

0 

6 

7 

8 

5 
2 

6 

-1 

2 

1 

4 

6 

0 

1 

13 

8 

1 

2 

17 

0 


0 

1 

0 


23 

21 

2 

381 

361 

20 


15 

13 

2 
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REPORT  ON  ST.  WILLIAM’S  HOSPITAL  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  1938. 
1.  ADMISSIONS  DURING  THE  25  YEARS  ENDED  1938. 
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THE  FOLLOWING  TABLE  SHOWS  THE  NUMBER  AND  TYPE  OF 
ADMISSIONS  DURING  1938. 


Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Typhoid  Fever 

Gastro  Enteritis 

Measles 

Chicken  Pox 

Streptococcal  Infection 

Whooping  Cough 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Erysipelas 

Totals 

Rochester  ... 

84 

48 

2 

2 

1 

137 

Chatham  ... 

135 

166 

3 

304 

Other  Authorities 

25 

28 

53 

Total  ... 

244 

242 

5 

2 

1 

1 

494 

A 

Deaths  ... 

16 

1 

17 

Operations  under  general  anaesthesia  were  performed  on  5  occasions  during  the 
year,  and  other  operations,  under  local  anaesthesia  were  performed  on  5  occasions. 

Number  of  patients  discharged — 509. 


3.  AVERAGE  NUMBER  OF  DAYS’  TREATMENT  DURING  1938  AND 

PREVIOUS  FIVE  YEARS. 


Averages 


1938 

1937 

1936 

1935 

1934 

1933 

1932 

Scarlet  Fever 

28.1 

31 

34 

32 

63 

37 

36 

Diphtheria 

25.7 

28 

39 

26 

33 

27 

25 

Typhoid  Fever 

64.2 

6 

0 

47 

31 

0 

64 

Measles 

0 

0 

14 

34 

0 

0 

0 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 

0 

0 

22 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Chicken  Pox 

22 

0 

15 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Streptococcal  Infection 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

16 

0 

31 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

0 

11 

12 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  Gastro  Enteritis  ... 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0 

43 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

In  1938  fifteen  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  detained  for  periods  over  28  days  on 
account  of  septic  conditions.  The  longest  period  of  detention  was  49  days. 
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For  observation.  Not.  S.P. 


PORT  OF  ROCHESTER. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  PORT  MEDICAL  OFFICER  FOR  1938. 

TABLE  A. 

Amount  of  Shipping  entering  the  Port  Health  District  during  the  year. 


No., 

/  Steamers  307  j 
Foreign  j  Motors  104  \ 

A  Sailing  0{ 

|  Fishing  0  / 

Tonnage 

338571 

Number 
by  the 
Medical 
Officer. 

22 

10 

0 

0 

inspected 
by  the 
Port  Health 
Inspector 
277 

104 

0 

0 

Number 
reported 
to  be 
detective. 
73 

21 

0 

0 

Number  of 
vessels  on 
w’hich  defects 
were 

remedied 

65 

21 

0 

0 

Totals 

411 

338571 

32 

381 

94 

86 

Coastwise  /Steamers  490  \ 

18 

479 

105 

97 

j  Motors 

549  | 

327566 

4 

500 

54 

53 

Sailing 

75  > 

2 

72 

16 

16 

i  Fishing 

o( 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1114 

327566 

24 

1051 

175 

166 

Total  Foreign  & 

/ 

Coastwise.  1525 

666137 

56 

1432 

269 

252 

II.  CHARACTER  OF  TRADE  OF  PORTt 

TABLE  B. 


(a)  Passenger  Traffic  During  19 38  :  — 

No.  of  Passengers 

1st  Class 

2nd  Class 

3rd  Class 

Trans- 

migrant 

Inwards 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Outwards 

0 

0 

0 

0 

The  passenger  traffic  of  the  Port  is  confined  entirely  to  day  trips  between  this  Port 
and  various  British  and  Continental  seaside  resorts. 

(b)  Cargo  Traffic. 

Principal  Imports.  Wood  Pulp,  Coal,  Timber,  China  Clay,  Stone,  Gypsum, 
Crude  Oil,  Motor  Spirit,  Fertilisers,  Grain,  Cattle  Food,  Seeds  and  Kernels  for  making 
Cattle  Cake,  Beet  Sugar,  Maise,  Starch,  Potatoes  and  Flour. 

Principal  Exports :  Cement,  Cattle  Cake,  Vegetable  Oil,  Paper,  Fruit  Boxes,  Plaster 
Boards,  Scrap  Iron  and  Bitumen. 

(c)  Countries  with  which  the  Port  principally  Trades  :  — 

Import  trade  is  carried  on  with  Scandinavian,  German,  Dutch,  Belgian,  Estonian, 
Latvian  and  Baltic  Ports  and  with  Portugal,  Canada,  West  Indies  and  South  America. 
Cement,  Paper  and  Plaster  Board  are  sent  to  the  larger  British  Ports  for  transhipment 
overseas. 

The  principal  British  Ports  with  which  trade  is  carried  on  are  London,  Tyne,  Tees, 
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Blyth,  Kcadby,  Goolc,  Seaham  Harbour,  Kings  Lynn,  Ipswich,  the  Scottish  East  Coast 
Coal  and  Stone  Ports,  the  Welsh  and  Cornish  Stone  Ports  and  the  Cornish  China  Clay 
Ports,  Yarmouth,  Poole  and  Southampton. 

Number  and  Nationality  of  Vessels. 

British  1106,  Dutch  197,  Swede  62,  Norwegian  55,  Finn  46,  Danish  31,  Estonian 
16,  Belgian  6,  German  3,  Latvian  2,  Greek  1. 

III.  SOURCE  OF  WATER  SUPPLY. 


1.  (a)  For  the  Port. 

There  are  two  sources.  The  South  side  of  the  river  is  supplied  by  the  Chatham 
and  District  Water  Company  and  the  North  side  by  the  Strood  Water  Works, 
the  latter  being  the  property  of  Rochester  Corporation. 

(b)  For  Shipping.  ,  .  . 

The  supply  is  from  the  same  source,  with  one  exception.  Small  barges  lying 
at  the  British  Oil  and  Cake  Mills  were  formerly  supplied  with  wa.ter  from  the 
factory  cisterns  which  were  supplied  by  the  artesian  well  on  the  firm  s  premises. 

The  initial  purpose  of  the  cisterns  was  for  supplying  hosing  down  and  boiler 
water.  Samples  of  water  taken  during  the  early  part  of  this  year  gave  unsatis- 
factory  results  and  a  series  of  elimination  tests  showed  the  cause  to  lie  with  the 
cisterns  as  the  actual  well  water  was  consistently  good.  The  use  of  water  from 
these  cisterns  for  other  purposes  than  washing  down  or  filling  boilers  has  been 
prohibited. 

2.  Hydrants  and  Hosepipes.  What  Precautions  are  taken  against 
Contamination. 

The  majority  of  filling  points  are  standpipes  and  taps,  but  at  the  tew  points 
where  hydrants  are  in  use  the  system  of  concrete  drainable  pits  and  raised  pipes, 
or  porous  pits,  render  direct  contamination  unlikely.  The  necessity  for  washing 
the  connections  before  coupling  up  the  hoses  has  been  pointed  out  to  the  people 
concerned.  It  is  the  usual  practice  to  take  in  the  supply  of  boiler  water  before 
filling  the  drinking  tanks  and  this  ensures  that  the  hose  is  well  flushed  before  filling 
the  drinking  water  tanks. 


Number  of  Water  Boats  and  their  Sanitary  Condition. 

There  is  one  water  boat  in  use  for  supplying  shipping.  The  water  storage 
is  in  the  form  of  several  tanks  which  admits  of  defective  tanks  being  replaced 
without  interference  in  any  way  with  the  vessel  s  hull  The  tanks  are  clcane 
and  cement  washed  at  regular  intervals  and  there  have  been  no  complaints  as  to 
the  quality  of  water  supplied.  Drinking  water  is  still  supplied  by  this  craft  but 
the  greater  amount  of  water  is  supplied  for  ships  boilers. 


IV.  PORT  HEALTH  REGULATIONS,  1933. 

There  has  been  no  alteration  of  arrangements  mentioned  in  the  report  of  1936 
which  are  repeated  below. 

Vessels  are  boarded  and  pratique  given  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  which  is 
situated  within  the  area  of  the  London  Port  Health  Authority.  Normally,  the 
Declaration  of  Health  Certificate  is  given  up  at  this  point.  When i  for ‘  any  reason 
a  vessel  arrives  at  Rochester  without  having  given  up  the  Certificate  at  Sheer  ness 
it  is  collected  by  the  Rochester  Customs  Officers  and  sent  by  them  to  Dr  Madwar, 
the  boarding  Medical  Officer  at  Sheerness.  The  Rochester  Port  Medical  Officers 
at  once  informed  should  the  certificate  indicate  immediate  action  by  the  Port 
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Health  Authority  being  necessary. 

The  Rochester  Customs  and  Shipping  Agents  arc  supplied  with  Declaration 
of  Health  Forms  P.  1  so  that  Masters  may  replenish  their  stock  when  necessary. 
As  the  initial  boarding  takes  place  within  the  London  area  the  majority  of 
certificates  in  use  are  those  issued  by  the  London  Authority. 

2.  Boarding  of  vessels  on  arrival. 

As  stated  above  all  incoming  vessels  from  foreign  ports  receive  the  first 
boarding  for  the  purpose  of  pratique  at  Sheerness.  In  the  Port  of  Rochester  they 
are  again  boarded  by  the  Customs  Water  Guard  and  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  where  necessary  as  a  result  of  information  from  (a)  the  Boarding  Medical 
Officer  at  Sheerness,  (b)  Customs  at  Rochester  or  Port  Sanitary  Inspector,  they  are 
boarded  by  the  Port  Medical  Officer. 

3.  Notification  to  the  Authority  of  inward  vessels  requiring  special 

ATTENTION. 

There  are  no  arrangements  whereby  wireless  messages  will  be  received  other 
than  general  instructions  to  wireless  “Porthealth”  Rochester  contained  in  the 
Declaration  of  Health  Certificate,  the  useful  result  of  which  will,  of  course,  depend 
on  the  vessel  having  such  a  certificate  on  board  :  Particular  information  is  received 
from  H.M.  Customs,  Pilots  and  Shipping  agents.  When  stress  of  weather  prevents 
a  vessel  from  being  boarded  and  given  pratique  at  Sheerness  she  flies  the  flags — 
“Q,”  “QQ,”  or  “L.I.M.,”  as  prescribed  by  the  regulations  according  to  her 
circumstances. 

Notices  are  displayed  at  the  principal  landing  stages  pointing  out  the  duty 
of  Masters,  Pilots,  Stevedores  and  all  others  concerned  with  shipping  in  the  Port 
of  Rochester  to  inform  the  Port  Health  Authority  of  any  case  of  infectious  disease 
of  which  they  may  become  aware  during  the  course  of  their  work. 

4.  Mooring  stations  under  Article  10. 

(a)  Within  the  Docks.  There  is  one  small  commercial  dock  used  by  small  coast' 
wise  and  continental  traders  in  which  no  special  mooring  is  provided  for  the 
purpose  of  quarantine. 

(b)  Outside  the  docks.  The  primary  quarantine  ground  is  off  Garrison  Point 
at  Sheerness.  If,  and  when  a  vessel  is  allowed  to  proceed  to  Rochester  with 
suspected  cases  on  board  which  require  her  isolation,  she  is  quarantined  at  a  single 
ship  mooring  in  the  stream  of  which  there  are  several  in  the  vicinity  of  Rochester. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  during  the  year  to  make  use  of  any  mooring  as  a 
quarantine  measure. 

5.  Particulars  of  any  standing  exemptions  from  the  provisions  of 

Article  14. 

There  are  no  standing  exemptions. 

6.  Experience  of  working  Article  16. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  apply  the  provisions  of  this  Article.  Notifications 
of  contacts  sent  from  other  Ports  which  have  been  given  under  direction  of  this 
Article  have  been  received  from  time  to  time  and  either  dealt  with  in  this  District 
or  sent  on  to  the  appropriate  authority. 

7.  (a)  Premises  and  waiting  rooms  for  medical  examination. 

When  necessary,  the  Port  Health  Offices,  Castle  Hill,  Rochester,  are  used 
for  this  purpose. 

(b)  Cleansing  and  disinfecting  of  ship,  persons  and  clothing. 

The  Port  Health  Staff  attend  to  fumigation  and  disinfection  of  cabins,  etc., 
on  ships.  Persons  are  dealt  with  at  St.  William's  Hospital,  Rochester,  and  clothing 
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and  other  articles  are  dealt  with  by  steam  disinfection  at  the  same  Hospital. 

(c)  Premises  for  the  temporary  accommodation  of  persons  for  whom  such 

ACCOMMODATION  IS  REQUIRED  FOR  THE  PURPOSES  OF  THE  REGULATIONS. 

St.  William’s  Hospital,  Rochester,  is  available  for  this  purpose. 

(d)  Hospital  accommodation  available  for  Plague,  Cholera,  Typhus, 
Yellow  Fever,  Smallpox  and  other  infectious  diseases. 

By  agreement  with  the  Port  of  London  Health  Authority  accommodation  will 
be  provided  for  the  first  five  diseases  at  the  Port  of  London  Hospital  at  Denton. 
Other  infectious  diseases  are  dealt  with  at  St.  William’s  Hospital. 

(e)  Ambulance  transport. 

For  river  transport  a  cabin  launch  is  available,  and  for  the  shore  an  ambulance 
is  available  from  St.  William’s  Hospital. 

(f)  Supervision  of  contacts. 

This  is  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

8.  Arrangements  for  Bacteriological  or  Pathological  examinations  of  rats. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  County  Laboratory,  Maidstone. 

9.  Arrangements  for  other  Bacteriological  or  Pathological  examination. 

This  is  done  at  the  County  Laboratory,  Maidstone. 

10.  Arrangements  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  venereal  disease 

AMONGST  SAILORS  UNDER  INTERNATIONAL  ARRANGEMENTS. 

A  clinic  for  this  purpose  is  situated  in  the  District  at  No.  36  New  Road, 
Rochester,  through  which  all  facilities  for  diagnosis  and  treatment  are  available. 

1 1 .  Arrangements  for  the  interment  of  the  dead.  ^  , 

A  mortuary  is  available  at  St.  Bartholomews  Hospital,  Rochester.  lhe 
burial  is  carried  out  through  the  Ship-owners,  the  Local  Authority,  or,  in  the  case 
of  foreign  seamen,  through  the  respective  Consuls. 


TABLE  C. 


Scabies 


Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  Landed  from  Vessels. 


No.  of  Cases  during  1938 
Passengers  Crew 

0  1 


Average  No.  of  Cases  No.  of  vessels 
for  previous  five  years.  concerned. 

.63  ’  2 


TABLE  D. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  occurring  on  Vessels  during  the  voyage,  but  disposed  of 

prior  to  arrival. 


Disease 

0 


No.  of  Cases  during  the  year 

0 


No.  of  Vessels 
concerned 
0 


Average  No.  of  Cases 
for  previous  5  years. 
0 


V.  MEASURES  AGAINST  RODENTS. 


1  Steps  taken  for  the  Detection  of  Rodent  Plague. 

(a)  Ships  in  the  Port.  The  crew  are  questioned  as  to  the  presence  of  rats  in  or 
about  their  quarters.  Rat  traces  are  looked  for  in  store-rooms  and  other  possible 
harbourages  Due  regard  is  given  to  the  trade  m  which  the  vessel  is  engaged  and  in 
teciarcTes  „aps  arefet  by  the  Corporation  rat  catcher  in  an  effort  to  secure  specimens 

for  examination, 

4o 


of  l  7u  d°  ?ave  heen  mau  e  aware  of  the  P°ssible  significance  of  the  finding 

,-d  d  haf  Such  ,cases  ™ay  be  rePorted  without  loss  of  time  should  they  be 

discovered  during  the  working  of  cargo.  A  handbill  is  in  use  in  the  Port  setting  out 
the  responsibility  of  persons  concerned  in  connection  with  keeping  down  rats§  and 
reporting  deaths  from  unknown  causes. 

,  .  Attentlon  is  given  to  small  river  craft  such  as  barges,  etc.,  which  are  not  in  the 

habit  of  receiving  deratization  or  exemption  certificates  under  the  Paris  Convention 
it  is  pointed  out  to  the  masters  that  their  craf  might  possibly  harbour  infeced  rats  which 
ave  entered  the  vessel  while  taking  on  board  a  cargo  from  a  larger  foreign  going  ship, 
and  their  responsibility  of  reporting  the  finding  of  dead  rats  is  stressed."  There  are  a 
number  of  these  craft  which  trade  fairly  regularly  to  the  Port  and  in  these  cases  the 
masters  are  asked  to  keep  any  rats  they  catch  where  the  circumstances  of  their  passage 
render  this  course  practicable  so  that  they  may  be  collected  and  sent  away  for 
examination.  7 


n  p£,actice’  bowever>  it  has  been  found  that  these  craft  do  not  harbour  rats  to  any 
extent  The  craft  are  small  and  the  presence  of  rats  is  readily  discovered  by  the  crew 
and  they  are  promptly  dispatched.  Extensive  search  by  the  rat  catcher  of  selected 
vessels  has  failed  to  discover  rat  infestation. 

(b)  On  Quays,  Wharves,  Warehouses,  etc.  These  places  are  examined  from 
time  to  time  in  order  to  discover  serious  infestation.  Handbills  are  given  to  people 
concerned  from  time  to  time  in  order  to  keep  the  regulations  concerning  rats  fresh  in 
their  memories,  and  warehousemen,  etc.,  are  interviewed  in  order  to  ensure  that 
preventive  measures  are  not  relaxed.  The  importance  of  at  once  reporting  the  finding 
of  dead  rats  or  mice  is  pointed  out. 

Up  to  the  time  covered  by  this  report  it  has  been  the  practice  to  send  for  bacterio- 
logical  examination  only  those  rats  which  actually  gave  cause  for  suspecting  Plague.  At 
the  time  of  writing,  however,  arrangements  are  working  whereby  specimens  are  being 
sent  for  examination  at  regular  intervals  as  a  matter  of  routine. 


2.  Measures  taken  to  prevent  the  passage  of  Rats  from  Ship  to  Shore. 

Except  in  special  circumstances  no  measures  are  taken  to  prevent  the  passage  of  rats 
from  ship  to  shore.  Vessels  discharge  cargo  while  moored  to  buoys  in  midstream  and 
usual  precautions  such  as  tarred  beams,  lighted  and  painted  gangways,  etc.,  are 
impracticable. 


3.  Methods  of  Deratization. 

(a)  Rochester  is  not  an  authorised  Port  for  the  purposes  of  Article  28  of  the 
Paris  Convention,  1926,  but  where  deratization  is  necessary  in  other  directions  fumiga- 
tion  by  Sulphur  dioxide,  the  use  of  varnish  boards,  traps  and  poisons  are  the  methods 
in  use. 

In  cases  where  deratization  or  deratization  exemption  certificates  are  required  under 
the  Paris  Convention  arrangements  to  supply  these  have  been  made  with  the  London 
Port  Health  Authority  under  Article  4  of  the  Port  Sanitary  Regulations,  1933. 

(b)  Premises  in  the  vicinity  of  Docks  and  Quays.  Smoke  machines,  dogs,  fumiga¬ 
tion,  traps,  etc.,  are  used.  The  principal  warehouses  have  cats  on  the  premises  and 
employ  rat-catching  firms  to  give  periodic  attention  to  their  premises.  The  Corporation 
rat  catcher  deals  with  patches  of  land  adjoining  the  river  and  offering  harbourage. 

4.  Measures  taken  for  the  Detection  of  Rat  Prevalence  in  Ships  and  Shore. 

Ships.  Enquiry  is  made  of  Officers  and  crew.  Rat  traces  are  looked  for  parti¬ 
cularly  in  store  rooms.  Cargo  workers  are  questioned  as  to  rat  traces  they  may  have 
noted  or  rats  they  may  have  seen  while  working  cargo.  When  a  vessel  is  under 
observation,  holds,  lifeboats,  lazarettes,  etc.,  are  examined  for  rat  traces. 
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On  Shore  Buildings  arc  examined  for  the  usual  rat  traces  such  as  droppings 
runways,  guawed  woodwork,  sacks,  etc.  The  rat  catcher  makes  a  regular  round  of  the 

riverside  with  his  dogs. 

5'  wlhXFexcGeption  of  a  few  new  buddings  the  local  warehouses  are  not  built  on 

of  rat  catching  firms  gives  them  comparative  security. 

RATS  DESTROYED  DURING  1938. 

TABLE  E. 

On  Vessels. 


No.  of 

Rats 

Jan. 

Brown 

.  "  1 

Black 

1 

Species 

not 

recorded  0 

In  Docks, 

No.  of 

Rats 

Jan. 

Brown 

.  0 

Black 

1 

Species 

not 

recorded  5  3 

0 

1 

2 


0 

0 

3 


0 

0 

0 


2 

0 

1 


0 

1 

0 


0 

0 

2 


0 

0 

1 


0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

2 


0  0 
0  o 
0  o 


TABLE  F. 


0  0  0  0 
oooo 
74  146  112  142 


0 

0 

60 


0 

0 

83 


0  0  0  0  0 

ooooo 

82  137  184  114  61 


TABLE  G. 

No  “infected”  or  “suspected”  vessels  arrived  during  the  year. 

TABLE  H. 

Deratization  Certificates  and  Deratization  Exemption  Certificates  issued 

during  the  year. 

Two  vessels  received  Deratization  Exemption 
London  Health  Authority  by  arrangement  n 
Regulations,  1933. 

VI.  HYGIENE  OF  CREW  SPACE. 

TABLE  J. 


Certificates  from  the  Port  of 
under  Article  4,  Port*  Sanitary 


Nationality 
of  Vessel. 


British 

Other  nations 


No.  inspected 
during  1938. 


Defects  of 
original 
construction. 


1062 

419 


28 

2 


^Structural  defects  Dirt  Vermin  and 
through  wear  other  conditions 
and  tear.  prejudicial  to 

health. 

210 

71 


80 

17 


All  notices  were  informal. 


VII.  FOOD  INSPECTION. 


1.  Action  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Imported  Food)  Regulation  1937;  The 
Public  Health  (Imported  Milk)  Regulations  1926;  and  The  Pubic  Health 

(Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations,  1925 — 1927. 

Cargoes  of  flour,  sugar,  maize,  potatoes,  and  barley  were  examined  to  the  number 
of  108. 

No  food  cargoes  other  than  the  above  have  arrived  in  the  Port  during  the  year. 
All  the  commodities  were  in  bulk  and  with  the  exception  of  2  cargoes  of  barley  and 
1  3  cargoes  of  maize,  they  were  from  British  Ports. 

No  alteration  of  arrangements  has  taken  place  since  the  Port  was  visited  by  Dr. 
Letham  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  existing  arrangements  reviewed  in  1936. 

2.  Shellfish. 

The  River  Medway  contains  several  shellfish  layings  which  are  controlled  by  the 
River  Medway  Shellfish  Regulations  1936.  The  Regulations  require  shellfish  from  the 
layings  in  the  Medway  to  be  relaid  in  approved  waters  or  passed  through  a  cleansing 
station  -before  being  placed  on  the  market. 

There  is  no  cleansing  plant  on  the  Medway  and  the  shellfish  are  sent  to  Whitstable 
for  relaying. 

Places  to  which  shellfish  taken  from  Layings  in  the  district  are  sent  to  be  marketed  : 
No  shellfish  from  the  Medway  may  be  sent  directly  to  any  market  (see  reference 
to  River  Medway  Shellfish  Regulations  above). 

The  Layings  from  which  Shellfish  (specifying  the  kinds  of  Shellfish  which 

MAY  BE  MARKETED  IN  THE  DISTRICT)  ARE  DERIVED. 

Oysters  and  Mussels  from  any  approved  layings  may  be  marketed  in  the  district. 
Sources  of  local  supply  are  Whitstable  and  Billingsgate  market.  No  shellfish  are 
imported  into  the  Port  either  from  Overseas  or  British  Ports. 

3.  Number  of  samples  of  food  examined  by  (a)  Bacteriologist  (b)  Analyst. 
It  has  not  been  necessary  to  submit  any  samples  for  either  bacteriological  examim 

ation  or  chemical  analysis. 


VIII.  OTHER  INFORMATION. 

Hospital  Accommodation  for  Dangerous  Infectious  Disease. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Port  of  London  Health  Authority  for  the 
admission  of  cases  of  dangerous  Infectious  Diseases  occurring  in  the  Port  of  Rochester 
to  Denton  Hospital  at  a  fee  of  four  guineas  per  week,  the  transport  to  be  provided  by 
the  Rochester  Corporation. 


1.  Canal  Boats. 

As  previously  reported  there  are  at  present  no  canal  boats  operating  on  that  part 
of  the  River  Medway  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Port  of  Rochester  Health  Authority. 

Owing  to  the  design  of  the  modern  motor  vessels  registered  under  the  Merchant 
Shipping  Act,  places  once  inaccessable  to  seagoing  craft  are  at  the  present  time  easily 
approached  and  cargoes  are  now  taken  up  river  by  the  craft  that  brought  them  to  the 
Port.  Where  this  is  not  possible  in  the  case  of  the  larger  craft  the  cargoes  are  handled 
by  motor  barges,  tugs  and  lighters. 
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2.  General  Sanitary  Work  of  the  Port. 

(a)  The  Staff  consists  of  the  Port  Medical  Officer,  the  Assistant  Port  Medical 
Officer  (appointed  September,  1938),  Port  Health  Inspector  and  a  general  assistant. 

(b)  A  Motor  launch  is  provided. 

(c)  Provisions  for  cleansing  and  disinfecting  verminous  persons  have  been  reported 
and  have  undergone  no  change. 

(d)  In  addition  to  the  cargo  traffic  of  the  Port,  several  large  day  trip  passenger 
vessels  operate  to  seaside  resorts  from  this  port.  The  vessels  are  laid  up  during  the 

winter  and  are  inspected  from  time  to  time. 

(e)  It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any  special  action  during  the  year  with  respect 
to  “infected”  or  “suspected”  vessels.  As  previously  reported  the  majority  of  vessels 
from  foreign  ports  discharge  out  in  the  stream  and  this  fact  facilitates  possible  quarantine 

(f)  There  are  a  few  houseboats  on  the  river  which  are  used  as  dwellings.  It  has 
not  been  necessary  to  take  any  action  during  the  year  with  regard  to  these  boats. 

3.  Cases  of  Sickness. 

1  case  of  Bronchitis  and  Erysipelas  and  1  case  of  Scabies  were  removed  to  hospital. 

1  case  of  V.D.  was  sent  to  the  V.D.  Clinic.  .  ,  ,  . 

Cases  of  sickness  of  a  minor  and  nondnfectious  character  were  advised  to  obtain 

medical  treatment  wherever  this  appeared  advisable.  ,  ,  .  ( 

One  Smallpox  contact  and  two  Typhoid  contacts  were  kept  under  observation  tor 
the  necessary  period.  One  typhoid  contact  was  intending  to  join  the  crew  of  a  ship  in 
London  and  the  circumstances  were  reported  to  the  appropriate  authority. 

International  Sanitar;  Convention  for  Aerial  Navigation. 

Owing  to  bad  weather  conditions  at  her  usual  port  of  destination  (Southampton), 
the  Royal  Mail  Aircraft  “Corinthian”  landed  on  the  Medway  on  November  3rd. 

Her  passengers  and  crew  were  examined  by  the  Port  Medical  Officer  and  all  were 

found  to  be  well. 

4.  General. 

Psittacosis  Regulations.  Twenty-eight  Love  Birds  on  board  one  of  H.M. 
vessels  were  detained  under  the  above  regulations.  The  birds  were  subsequently 

^  Two  budgerigars  were  allowed  to  land  from  a  coasting  vessel  after  verification  of 
the  MaTer’s  statement  that  the  birds  had  been  purchased  in  Cowes  from  a  local  breeder 
and  had  not  landed  on  foreign  soil  since  the  time  of  purchase. 

One  budgerigar  on  another  vessel  was  not  allowed  to  land. 

The  following  are  the  figures  for  arrivals  (other  than  estuarial  craft),  tor  the 

preceding  five  years  and  1938. 

1938  1937  1936  1935  1934  1933 

1525  1500  1339  1278  1426  1260 
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Mosquitoes. 


The  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1937  contained  an  account  of  a  Mosquito  Survey 
which  was  undertaken  by  the  Port  Health  Department  following  complaints  from  the 
City.  The  chief  trouble  was  found  to  be  due  to  Aedes  Detritus,  a  salt  marsh  breeding 
mosquito.  Action  was  taken  in  certain  areas  with  the  means  at  the  Department's 
disposal,  and  this  action  resulted  in  an  abatement  of  the  nuisance. 

In  addition  to  the  breeding  grounds  within  the  Port  Health  District,  however, 
there  were  riverside  tracts  of  marshland  within  the  boundaries  of  other  Authorities  as 
Chatham,  Gillingham,  Wouldham,  Cuxton,  Snodland,  Kingsnorth,  etc.,  and  it  was 
necessary  to  approach  the  Authorities  of  these  places  before  proceeding  with  general 
anti-mosquito  measures  beyond  the  Port  Boundaries. 

Accordingly,  the  report  containing  the  result  of  the  Port  Health  Inspector’s  survey 
was  submitted  to  the  above-mentioned  Authorities,  with  the  result  that  it  was  decided 
that  the  conditions  mentioned  in  the  report  should  be  confirmed  by  an  expert  from  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  and  his  advice  obtained  as  to  what  measures  were  necessary  under 
the  circumstances. 

Following  this  decision,  Mr.  P.  G.  Shute,  F.R.E.S.,  of  the  Ministry  of  Health’s 
Malaria  Laboratory,  visited  the  District  and  was  taken  over  the  ground  by  the  Port 
Health  Inspector.  During  Mr.  Shute  s  survey,  the  following  places  were  examined:  — 
Gas  Works  Marsh,  Rochester;  Temple  Marsh,  Strood;  Oakham  and  Holmes  Marshes 
in  the  Strood  Rural  District,  Nore  Marsh  below  Gillingham,  and  Admiralty  property, 
and  Burntwich  Island  near  Queenborough,  this  Island  also  being  Admiralty  property. 
The  marshlands  opposite  the  town  of  Chatham  were  inspected  and  also  some  flooding 
in  an  adjacent  chalk  pit.  Chalkpits  in  the  Wouldham  District  were  also  examined. 

The  detailed  report  sent  in  by  Mr.  Shute  confirmed  the  existence  of  a  nuisance 
and  Mr.  Shute  recommended  a  line  of  action  to  be  carried  out.  The  report  was  sub¬ 
mitted  to  all  the  Riparian  Authorities  concerned  who  agreed  to  the  measures  outlined 
being  carried  out  by  the  Port  Health  Authority. 

Two  high  pressure  sprays  were  obtained,  each  capable  of  delivery  at  a  pressure  of 
120  lbs  per  square  inch,  although  the  normal  working  pressure  used  was  from  60  to 
80  lbs.  per  square  inch.  This  gave  a  satisfactory  and  economical  distribution  of  the 
larvicide  used  and  experiments  showed  that  it  was  far  more  effective  and  economical 
to  apply  larvicide  under  pressure  than  to  apply  it  naturally  without  pressure,  since  the 
effect  of  the  former  was  to  produce  a  curtain  under  the  surface  before  the  larvicide 
returned  in  the  form  of  a  film  to  the  top  of  the  water.  Larvae  were  therefore  brought 
in  contact  with  the  material  before  coming  to  the  surface  to  take  in  air  and  this  effec¬ 
tually  prevented  survival  by  numbers  of  larvae  collecting  at  an  untreated  spot  of  surface 
in  order  to  breathe. 

Infested  pools  were  sprayed  at  intervals  of  from  10  to  14  days  during  the  breeding 
season  in  order  to  kill  off  fresh  hatchings  of  larvae,  since  larvicide  has  no  action  upon 
the  eggs.  Procedure  was  to  concentrate  on  infested  pools  until  tests  showed  no  live 
larvae  or  pupae.  The  amount  of  larvicide  was  then  cut  down  for  subsequent  sprayings 
because  the  new  or  1st  instar  larvae  which  subsequently  appeared  were  much  easier  to 
kill  than  the  4th  instar  larvae  and  pupae.  All  pools  were  examined  by  the  Port  Health 
Inspector  before  and  after  spraying  in  order  to  conserve  supplies  of  larvicide  by  spraying 
only  those  pools,  etc.,  infested  with  the  larvae  of  the  Aedes  Detritus  Mosquito,  and  to 
ensure  that  the  spraying  had  been  effective.  Efforts  to  transport  the  spraying  crew  by 
launch  proved  almost  useless  as  it  was  impossible  to  approach  the  marshes  except  at  high 
"'ater,  and  having  landed  a  crew  the  falling  tide  prevented  them  being  taken  aboard 
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again.  It  was  therefore  necessary  to  hire  car  transport  in  order  to  reach  distant  marshes. 
As  larvae  may  he  present  from  January  until  the  end  of  September  a  good  deal  of  land 
travel  is  entailed  both  in  inspection  and  treatment  of  the  various  areas. 

In  addition  to  treating  pools  known  to  be  infested,  inspection  was  extended  further 
afield  and  many  new  areas  found  to  be  infested  with  Aedes  Detritus  were  dealt  with. 

An  extensive  area  of  drainage  ditches  on  the  border  of  Wouldham  and  Borstal 
was  dealt  with  by  systematic  spraying.  These  ditches  were  cleared  and  in  some  cases 
deepened  by  the  Catchment  Board  in  order  to  decrease  a  tendency  to  stagnation  caused 
by  a  prolonged  spell  of  dry  weather.  Such  ditches  cannot  be  filled  in  because  they  arc 
necessary  for  preventing  the  adjacent  land  becoming  waterlogged  and  when  normal  and 
free  flowing  they  do  not  present  any  great  attraction  as  mosquito  breeding  grounds 
although  they  may  be  lightly  infested  at  one  or  two  favourable  points  When  rendered 
stagnant,  however,  mosquito  larvae  in  enormous  numbers  appear.  As  the  ditches  referred 
to  are  brackish,  either  as  a  result  of  direct  contact  with  river  water,  via  the  sluices  or  by 
reason  of  residual  salt  in  the  ground  (since  the  land  has  at  some  time  been  inundated 
they  afford  ideal  breeding  places  for  the  salt  marsh  mosquito  that  has  been  the  principal 

cause  of  the  nuisance. 

Further  infested  areas  were  found  and  treated  within  the  Wouldham  boundary. 

On  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  the  marshes  were  examined  from  Rochester  to 
Snodland.  Common  Marsh,  Cuxton,  was,  in  places  heavily  infested  and  was  dealt 
with  by  spraying  during  the  season.  Examination  of  the  marshes  in  the  vicinity  o 
Snodland  showed  no  Aedes  Detritus  but  a  few  larvae  of  Anopheles  Maculipenms  were 
found  The  property  of  the  Sewage  Works  at  Motley  Hill  was  inspected  and  A  . 
Detritus  larva;  were  found  at  one  or  two  points,  the  spraying  being  left  in  the  hands 
of  the  Sewage  Station  Authorities. 

Other  places  adjoining  the  river  have  already  been  mentioned  in  the  reference  to 

Mr.  Shute’s  visit.  . 

With  the  exception  of  one  place,  antbmosquito  activities  were  confined  to  the rivet' 
side  The  instance  referred  to  was  an  abandoned  chalk  pit  at  Borstal.  This  pit  had  at 
one 'time  been  used  for  dumping  rubbish  and  as  it  contained  “ 

was  thought  probably  that  it  might  afford  breeding  ground  for  Theobaldia  Annulata 
mosquito  whose  bite  is  apt  to  cause  trouble  owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  unsavoury  envir 
menf  in  which  it  breeds.  Examination  of  the  pools  showed  that  both  Theobaldia 
Annulata  and  Anopheles  Maculipenms  were  breeding  there.  The  pools  were  accordingly 
sprayed  throughout  the  season. 

It  is  of  course,  impossible  to  give  even  an  approximate  number  of  larvae  killed  but 
as  some  samples  of  water  showed  about  300  larvae  to  the  pint,  theoperationsdurinthc 
year  must  have  resulted  in  the  extermination  of  some  millions  of  larvae.  The  appro 
[mate  area  of  water  surface  sprayed  was  about  10,000  square  yards. 

The  effect  of  the  spraying  was  tested  by  enquiry  in  those  areas  which  had  been 

quote  one  instance  of  mosquito  bites. 

It  was  also  reported  that  persons  having  no  knowledge  of  the  anti-mosqulto 
measures  in  hand  had  remarked  on  the  curious  absence  of  mosquitoes. 
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ort  Health  District  had  been  effective  and  that  the  comparative  absence  of  the  marsh 
mosquito  was  directly  due  to  these  measures  and  not  to  natural  phenomena. 

How  far  effects  are  permanent,  however,  remain  to  be  seen.  The  Aedes  Detritus 
Mosquito  is  capable  of  flights  of  some  miles  and  it  may  be  that  immigration  will  take 
p  ace  and  the  nuisance  recur.  It  is  also  unduly  optimistic  to  assume  that  no  mosquito 
eggs  of  this  type  have  been  left  in  the  district  which,  of  course,  would  finally  become 
adult  mosquitoes  and  would  multiply. 

During  the  year  19o9  it  is  proposed  to  re-examine  all  the  areas  treated  during  1938 
with  the  object  of  discovering,  if  possible,  whether  it  will  be  necessary  to  include 
permanent  Mosquito  Control  in  the  duties  of  the  Port  Health  Department. 
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